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REPORT, 

8sc. 8sc. 



COURT OF KING'S BENCH, GUILDHALL, 

TUESDAY, JULY 24, 1821. 

Before Mr, Justice Best, and a Special Jury, 

This was an Indictment, upon the Prosecution of the So- 
ciety for the Suppression of Vice, against the Defendant, 
Mary- Ann Carlile, for an impious and blasphemous libel. 

Mr. Marry AT was about to open the pleadings, when 

The Defendant handed a paper to the Judge, requesting 
his lordship to ask the Jury whether any of them were 
members of the Society. 

Mr. Justice Best did not think the fact would be a 
ground for challenge. His lordship, however, put the 
question. 

The Jury all replied in the negative. 

Mr. Gurney said that no such gentleman would have 
been put upon the Jury. 

The Defendant said that there was a gentleman upon the 
Jury who was a member of the Constitutional Society. The 
Jury looked at each other. 

Mr. Justice Best. — This is not the Constitutional Society 
prosecution : it is the next. 

The Defendant. — I do not think a member of the Consti- 
tutional Association fit to serve on any Jury that is to try me. 

Mr. Justice Best did not think that the fact ^ if it existed, 
would be any ground of objection; but if there was any 
gentleman upon the Jury belonging to the Association, he 
would request him to retire. 

Defendant. — Mr. Houghton is a member. 

Mr. Houghton (from the jury box) begged to contradict 
that statement : he belonged to no such^society. 

Defendant. — The name of Houghton is on the list. 

Mr. Houghton. — Then it is the name of some other person. 

Mr. Marry AT opened the pleadings. 

Mr. Gurney stated, that the Defendant stood indicted for 
selling a pamphlet entitled ^' An Appendix to the Theolo- 
gical Works of Thomas Paine.'* She was the sister of 
Richard Carlile, and, after the conviction of that individual 
and of his wife, carried on their business at the shop in 
Fleet-street. How long that shop, which was a disgrace to 
the magistracy of the city of London, would be allowed to 
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remain open, he (Mr. Gurney could not tell; but he trusted 
that the conviction of the present Defendant would be one 
step made towards the removal of the nuisance. The 
effrontery with which arrangements were made for continu- 
ing the sale of Mr. Carlile's libels would behest shewn to 
the Jury by an advertisement which appeared in the Repub- 
lican of the 27th October, 1820. The paragraph was this: 
— '' In consequence of the verdict of Guilty given against 
Mrs. Carlile for selling Sherwin's Life of Paine^ and No. 
9, Vol. 1. of the Republican, she is now liable to ba- 
nishment for serving in the shop, according to our glorious 
constitution : the business will th^erefore be managed by 
Mary- Anne Carlile, the sister of R. Caflile, on the behalf 
of the infant children, or rather on the behalf of the whole 
family. In case the house, 5b Fleet-street, should again be 
exposed to the violence of the legal thieves^ the business 
will be opened as near to the spot as possible immediately, 
of which due notice will be given. As this kind pf busmess 
might be said to be renewed every week, at least it depends 
on the periodical publications, we can begin any where with 
half an hour's preparation, and laugh at the Vice Society 
and all the influence they can use against it. If one web be 
destroyed, a few hours wprk will spin another, stronger and 
better than before." 

Mr. GuiiNEY concluded by spying that the Defendant had 
entered into the trade of libel with her eyes open: to the 
Society for the Suppression of Vice, her praise pnly could 
be distressing — her abuse was a donation peculiarly ac- 
ceptable. 

James Rignall said, that he purchased the libel in ques- 
tion, on the 3d of March, 1821, at Carlile's shop in Fleet- 
street. On the 7th of March he bought a second copy. 

The libel was put in, and read as follows : — 

" OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT. 

" Archbishop Tillotson says, ' The difference between the 
style of the Old and New Testament is so very remarkable; 
that one of the greatest sects in the primitive times, did, 
upon this very ground, found the heresy of two Gods, the 
one evil, fierce, and cruel, whom they called the God of the 
Old Testament; the other was good, kind, and merciful, 
whom they called the God of the New Testament; so great 
a difference is there between the representations that are 
given of God in the books of the Jewish and Christian reli- 
gion, as to give, at least, some colour and pretence to an 
imagination of two Gods.' Thus far Tillotson. 

" But the case was, that as the church had picked out se- 
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veral passages from the Old Testament, which she most ab- 
surdly and falsely calls prophecies of Jesus Christ, (wh|?reas 
there is no prophecy of any such person, as any one may 
see by examining the passages, and the cases to which they 
apply,) she was under the necessity of keeping up the credit 
of the Old Testament, because if that fell the other would 
soon follow, and the Christian system of feith would soon 
be at an end. As a book of morals, there are several parts 
of the New Testament that are good ; but they are no other 
than what had been preached in the eastern world several 
hundred years before Christ was born. Confucius, the 
Chinese philosopher, who lived five hundred years before 
the time of Christ, says, AcknotoLedge thj benefits by the 
return of benefits, but never revenge injuries, 

" The clergy of the popish countries were cunning enough 
to know, that if the Old Testament was made public, the 
fallacy of the New, with respect to Christ, would be de- 
tected, and they prohibited the use of it, and always took 
it away wherever they found it. The Deists, on the con- 
trary, always encouraged the reading it, that people might 
see and judge for themselves, that a book so full of contra- 
dictions and wickedness could not be the word of God, and 
that we dishonour God by ascribing it to him. 

A TRUE DEIST." 

Mr. Justice Best asked if the Defendant had any thing to 
offer. 

The Defendant, put in a written defence^ and requested 
that it might be read by the Clerk. 

The officer of the court then read as follows: — 
Gentlemen of the Jury, 

I stand forward to defen<l myself against th^ charges of 
this Indictment, and th6 hypocritical insinuations of those 
who have brought it against me, with a feeling of pleasure, 
and a strong confidence that there \s in you, Gentlemen of 
the Jury, sufficient liberality, and a sufficient lack of th'at 
bigotry which my prosecutors might hope to find in you, to 
give me a verdict of not guilty. I feel assured, that if 
there be but one independent and enlightened mind among 
you, Gentlemen of the Jury (and I hope and trust there are 
twelve), you will never send me to two or three years im- 
prisonment for having published this pamphlet; and further, 
that you will say by your verdict, that it is a pamphlet 
of that description, which would make it a disgrace to 
any governmeot or court of law to suppress. I earnestly 
entreat you, Gentlemen, to take this pamphlet, which forms 
the subject of the indictment now before you, and examine 
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it as a wb«Ie, or by chapters, hf paragraphs, or by sen- 
tences, and say w.hether there is any thing in it that an ho- 
nest person might blush to write, to publish and sell, or to 
read. 

Although my indictment sets forth (as a matter of form), 
that I am a wicked and evil disposed person, I am not backwaixi 
to put my moral character in competition with any of my se- 
cret prosecutors, or any female which might belong to their 
families ; aod so anxious am I to have it fairiy scrutinised in 
this case, that I shall consider you. Gentlemen, will not da 
your duty towards me, unless you examine carefully and 
particularly every part of the pam|)hlet which is now laid 
before you. 

There is one thing to which I wish to call your 
particular attention, Gentlemen, and that is, that the 
article selected for prosecution was copied from an 
American newspaper. It has been circulated all over 
the United States of America, and it appears to have 
done the inhabitants no harm there. The Americans^ are not 
alarmed at such a publication, and we do not hear that the 
Christians on the other side of the Atlantic are afraid to 
have their religion discussed by such means as the writer of 
this paragraph has adopted. They have no secret associa- 
tions of priests and bigots, and interested hypocrites, to raise 
a clamour against every attempt to examine the religion 
they profess. Notwithstanding they have no vice-societies, 
they are not a jot more vicious, or less moral, than the peo- 
ple of this Island. Notwithstanding they cannot boast the 
possession of a religion of the law, they are not a jot less 
religious than the people of this country. The seoeders 
from the reigning superstitions are far more proportionately 
numerous in this country, than in America, where there is 
no established religion, and where every family or every in- 
dividual pays what priest or teacher he likes, and as much 
as he thinks proper — where tithes are are unknown*^ — where, 
if ou^ sect prevails, in point of numbers, it is entirely from 
persuasion ; and where they, at least, can boast a religion 
that needs not human law to prop and protect It from exa- 
mination. 

By those frequent appeals to the law in this country, to 
prop the religion which the law-ad ministerers have fotind 
necessary to take under their special protection, it is con- 
fessed that it cannot bear scrutiny, and that a blind faith 
towards it is esssential to its existence. 

If a person comes to me and says—" I have received n 
communication from the Deity, but I f^t to aJIow you to 
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^x.^miQe its terms ant} its purport ;" sbell I not suspect that 
person to be an jmpostor even without that examination? ^^ 
Yet tl^is is tbfe case with my prosecutors : they say, the God 
or Gods whom they adore are omnipotent, omnipresent and 
omniscient; they say that these Gods have deigned to make 
especial communications; and because I have published a 
sixpenny pamphlet, one page of which expresses a doubt of 
the truth of their pretensions, they call upon you, Gentle? - 
men of the Jury, to give me two or three years imprison- 
ment. But I trust, Gentlemen, that you will be more ho- 
nest — that you will not consent to throw me into a dungeon 
because I have published a pamphlet, which, iu a becoming 
manner, expresses a doubt of the validity of that religion^ 
which is this day sought to be screened from all examination. 

During the trials of my brother, it was repeatedly and 
publicly stated by the Lord Chief Justice, in this Court, 
that it was not illegal to express a doubt of the truth emd 
validity of the Christian religion, provided those doubts 
were not expressed in a reviling manner — that the law 
meant not to protect the Christian religion from all exami- 
nation, but merely from being reviled by those who might 
doubt or disbelieve its truths. 1 speak under correction, but 
I feel assured, that, if these were not the exact words of his 
lordship, they convey the exact meaning. ' 

Now, Qentlemen of the Jury, 1 contend, that the three 
paragraphs which comprise the present Indictment, are 
written in as respectful a manner as it is possible, when the 
object is to bring falsehood to the lest of truth. If we at- 
tempt to prove that any proposition be founded in error, we 
must first assume that it is erroueous, and proceed by argu- 
ment to prove it to be so. Throughout the course of this 
argument, it becomes absolutely necessary, upon all the 
rules of logic, to keep up the charge of error ; and if in the 
end, the argument and evidence be sufficient to prove the 
proposition to be erroneous, no language that has been used 
can justly be termed a reviling, because it is consistent witji 
all the laws of morality, and becomes an imperative duty 
on every man, to assist in the explosion and annihilation of 
error and the triumph and establishment of truth, it would 
be a strange method indeed, in an attempt to bring falsehood 
to the test of truth, to set out with expressing an admiration 
for that falsehood, and to put it upon a level with truth. 
From those observations I mean to infer, that-it is impossi- 
ble for any person who has renounced the Christian religion 
to make his observations upon that religion, in a more mild 
aod beeomiog «ann«r, than ihftt wbi^ sow forms tbe sub* 
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ject of this Indictment : and if that which the Lord Chief 
Justice said was law in my brother^s case, is to be law in 
my case, I fe^l that, even upon this view of the law, I am 
entitled to a verdict of Not Guilty ; and, should your ver- 
dict be the contrary, Gentlemen of the Jury, you will be 
parties in confessing that the Christian religion cannot bear 
the least examination; and by so doing, you will do more 
towards reviling and bringing it into contempt, than any 
pamphlets which I may have sold, or may in future sell. 

Now, Gentlemen of the Jury, it is evident, that if the law 
does not tolerate a denunciation of the Chrrstian religion in 
direct terms, that toleration is established upon usage in the 
case of the Jews who inhabit this country. Those per- 
sons have their synagogues or places of worship, and it is 
well known that they hold the historical part of the book 
called the New Testament in the greatest contempt. There 
are other sects^ such as the Free-thinking Christiaps^ the 
Unitarian Christians, the Sandemonians, or Beef-eaters, the 
Swedeinborgians, the followers of Johanna Southcote, the 
Ranters, the Shakers, and a variety of other sects, whom, 
for humanity's sake, I blush to mention, and you, Gentle- 
men of the Jury, doubtless, would blush to hear, all calling 
themselves Christians, and each reviling the Christianity of 
the other sect, and laying a peculiar claim to Jesus Christ 
and his Heaven for themselves , yet, all these Christian sects 
differ as widely from that Christianity which our lawyers 
call the religion of the law, as do the Jews, or Mahometans, 
or any other mythologists. From this it would appear, that 
any species of disgusting and disgraceful nonsense, assuming 
the title of Christian, might be allowed to revile and bring 
into contempt the religion of the law; but if any indivi- 
duals become bold and honest enough to exercise their 
reason upon it, and bring this religion of the law to a reason- 
able examination, they are to be incarcerated for years, and 
reduced to poverty by being mulcted out of all their pro- 
perty, as has been the case with ray brother ! 

The bare existence of such sects in this country, as I have 
mentioned, upon established usage, is a sufficient justification 
to any individual, if in his mind he has renounced both 
Jewish and Christian religion, and every other species of 
mythology, to publish that renunciation and his reasons for 
it. It is notorious that Thomas Paine, my brother, and 
millions of others, both in Europe jand America have, after 
the fullest examination, made a renunciation of the Christian 
jreligion, and this forms an important question for ybur con- 
sideration : have they, or have they not, a right, a reasona- 
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ble right, to publish the grounds and reasous of their cou' 
duct and motives in renouncing that religion ? 

I mention the name of my brother, because I stand here 
as his agent ; I have no particular interest in the pamphlet 
in question, because I, have served my brother at fixed 
v^Ages, without holding any interest in the publications, ^ven 
where my name stands affixed as printer and publisher. I 
do not now complain of the responsibility which I have in- 
curred, as I feel indignant at the persecutions which my 
brother has suffered, and have stood forward, to the best of 
my humble ability, to resent it; and if it becomes my fate 
to suffer a similar treatment, there are others waiting to as- 
pire to a similar resentment, in the causeof a free discussion 
on all 8ubje(its. 

. The pfimphlet in question is supposed to be the writing of 
Thomas Paine; the different pieces were all written and 
published in the United States of America, many years 
since^ and as there are some thousands, perhaps millions, in 
this country, who are admirers of t^e writings of Thomas 
Paine, the different pieces have been collected and published 
here for their gratification and information. Something 
more than (he ordinary bookselling price has been put upon 
them ; and those who profess to dislike those writings are 
not compelled to purchase or to read them. 

The Printing Press is established upon too firm a footing 
to admit of any attempt to restrain effectually any parti- 
cular opinions in the present day, and none but a rogue or a 
mad fanatic would think of or attempt it. Opinions will 
stand or fall so far as they are related to truth or falsehood, . 
and the utmost latitude of discussion can never become in- 
jurious to truth or honesty, nor merit the epithet of licen- 
tiousness. I am bold to affirm, that there is no other licen- 
tiousness in the Printing Press than where the grossest 
printed absurdities and superstitious notions are forbidden 
by law to be examined. Where such iS the law, a licentious- 
ness of the Press and a corrupt Government are established. 
The utmost limits of discussion cannot be fairly termed li- 
centiousness, on the ground that no man can be compelled 
to read and believe, therefore every discussion will find sup- 
port in proportion to its attraction and relation to truth. 

Gentlemen of the Jury; there is a statute law in this 
country, which says, that the books called the Holy Scrip- 
tures by Christians, or the books which comprise the Old 
and New Testament, shall not be reviled or scoffed at ; and 
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the penalty which this law enacts upon the first ofiFence is, a 
disqualification for ail civil and military offices; but my 
prosecutors are too vindictive to rest their indictment upon 
this statute, because that disqualification is not tantamount 
with two or three years imprisonment. They have founded 
their Indictment upon what they call the common law, but 
which I shall make appear plain to you. Gentlemen, is no- 
thing but a common abuse^ ' 

Mr. Justice Best cotild not permit the laws of the coun- 
try to be reviled in his presence^ He begged that the De- 
fendant would take her manuscript and expunge such ob- 
jectionable matter. 

Defendant.' — I have no other defence. 

Mr. Justice Best. — I shall be happy to hear any thing 
which you can urge to the Jury, to shew that the work in 
question is not a libel, or that you are not the publisher of it. 
Take the manuscript and cut out the objectionable parts ; or 
let your friends do it for you. 

Defendant. — I have no othei^ defence if you will not take 
that. 

Mr. Justice BB8T.^*-Let it be read ; but if it goes on in 
the same strain, I must stop it. You bad better retire with 
your friends, and get the thing done. The Court will wait 
for you. 

Defendant. — I have no friend to do it. 

Mr. Justice Best. — There are plenty of gentlemen in 
court who, I am sure, will assist you. 

A Juryman intimated that the Defendant was only doing 
herself harm ; it would be better that she should take the 
learned Judge's advice. 

The Defendant repeated that she had no other defence, 
hut left the court. 

A pause of a few minutes followed ; and the Defendant 
returned with the following words written upon ber book — 
^* If the Court means to decide that an Englishwoman is 
not to state that which she thinks necessary for her defence, 
she must abide the consequence of such a decision." 

Mr. Justice Best. — I have decided no such thing. I have 
said, and I say again, that [ am ready to hear any thing 
you can say in your defence. I would advise you to retire 
again, and to consult your own feelings, rather than those 
of the persons by whom you are surrounded. 

The Jury again interfered. 

Mr. Justice Best. — There is not a gentleman behind the 
bar, I am sure, who will not readily assist you. 
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The Defendant chose to abide by her determination. 

Mr. Justice Bb8T, without the least hesitation, proceeded 
to sum up the case and told the Jury that the publication 
was a libel. 

The Jury, without any deliberation, found a verdict of 
Guilty. 

The following is the suppressed part of the Defence : — 

and a mere nonentity, put in force on all necessary occa* 
sions, to suit the, purpose of corruption and oppression, 
when an individual is to be put down or ruined, who has not 
offended against the statute laws of the country. The law* 
yers tell us that the common law resides in the bosoms of our 
Judges, and consists of their dicta and decisions from time 
to time : but since it is notorious that there have been good and 
bad men among those Judges, as well as among every other 
class of persons^ does it not follow, that those dicta and deei« 
sions may be opposed to truth, to right, and to common sense. 
Tresilian, and Empson^ and Dudley, and J^eries, wha 
were justly put to death for their iniquities and crimes, all 
acted upon their common law, and whilst they were in 
power, their dicta and decisions enforced submission. It is 
notorious, as must naturally be the case, that what oae 
Judge has called common law a subsequent Judge has con- 
tradicted ; and this arises because there is no standard, and 
because it opens the way for the passions and caprices of 
different men to act without controul. Common, or un- 
written law, I repeat, to be common abufie, and a disgrace to 
any community where it is allowed to operate. Under a 
representative system of Government, where the people were 
fairly represented, we should hear of no such thing as an un- 
written law; for since letters have been invented, an un- 
written law can have been kept up for nothing but oppression 
and corruption. 

The law5 of a community ought to be known to every 
individual member of that community, and if a knowledge 
of those laws be, in any sense of the Word, above his reach, 
he cannot be justly made amenable to them. Every law in 
the present state of letters and knowledge ought to be 
written, and written in a language to be understood by all, 
which should admit of no ambiguity, nor require the aid of 
a lawyer, to say what it meant. Where statute or common 
law fails short of this, it is founded in injustice, and most 
probably intended for the purposes of persecution and op- 
pression. I come now to consider, more particularly, my 
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own indictment upon what is called common law, and I 
pledge myself to shew, that I have not offended any law of 
the kind, unless I am to be told, that the Judges can make 
what they please to be common law, without the necessity 
of shewing it to be founded upon established or immerporial 
usage. I am charged with having published a blasphemous 
libel upon what Christians call their Holy Scriptures, or 
Holy Religion, and J am told that there are no statutes to 
define what constitutes this blasphemy, but, that it is an 
offence at common law, and that Christianity makes part 
and parcel of that law. 

Let us inquire, Gentlemen: This common law is pretended 
to be established upon immemorial usage ; but the religion 
of the country has been subject to continual change, and 
therefore, instead of claiming immemorial usage it cannot 
put in the claim of antiquity, and we shall find that what 
has been the common law religion in one century has been 
quite a different thing in another. I may be told that Chris- 
tianity has been in existence for eighteen centuries, but if 
those who make the assertion Could define what Christianity 
really was, we might concede the proposition, but Chris- 
tianity, 1 am bold to assert, is totally undefinable, and Pro- 
teus-like, has assumed every shape, therefore any attempt to 
bring it within the verge of those rules which are said to con- 
stitute common law is morally impossible. 

We can trace the period when Druidism was the common 
law religion, and, for aught we know to the contrary, this 
system alone can claim immemorial usage; and, as our law- 
yers say, that the common law so far differs from statute 
law, that it is not liable to change, Druidism ought in com- 
mon justice to be considered the common law religion of 
the land. After Julius Caesar made a conquest of some 
parts of this island, we know that the Roman mythology 
prevailed over our ancient and immemorial Druidism, and 
this continued for many centuries. The Christian religion 
was first introduced into this island during the Roman go^ 
vernment, and, it is probable, that it even then supplanted 
. the former common law religion. It is probable, that 
Christianity prevailed more in this than in any other of the 
Roman provinces, for Constantine, who was the first Chris- 
tian Emperor, was brought up in this island, whilst his 
father Constantius, who was a Christian, was Governor, 
and it was from this island that Constantine drew the flower 
of that army, by which, he overthrow Maxentius and Lici- 
nius, and made himself master of the whole Roman Empire. 
It is then more than probable, that, at and after this period, 
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Christianity formed the common law religion; but this 
Christianity soon beginning to sap the morals of the Roman 
people, and with them the Roman Empire, that, when the 
Romans quitted this island to protect their provinces nearer 
home, and the Saxons came over from Germany to assist 
the Britons in repelling the ravages of the Scots and Picts, 
and finally made themselves masters of the country, the 
Christian religion, this divine religion, was supplanted by 
the superior saving powers of Thor and Woden, and be- 
came quite extinct; and it was not until the sixth century of 
Christianity, that Ethelbert, the Saxon king, tolerated its 
propagation by Austin, and the forty monks who followed 
him. If this Ethelbert had not possessed more liberality, 
and love of truth, than my prosecutors, perhaps the Chris- 
tian religion had not been the religion of the country to this 
day. 1 quote the answer of Ethelbert to Austin, from 
Hume's History of England: " Your words and promises, 
said Ethelbert to Austin, are fair, but because they are new 
and uncertain, 1 cannot entirely yield to them, and relin- 
quish the principles, which I and my ancestors have so long 
maintained. You are welcome, however, to remain here in 
peace, and as you have undertaken so long a journey, sole- 
ly, as it appears, for what you believe to be for our advan- 
tage, I will supply you with all necessaries, and permit you 
to deliver your doctrine to my subjects." Thus, it appears, 
that Ethelbert did not fear the scrutiny of his former princi- 
ples, neither did he tell Austin and his followers, that the 
common law of England would not tolerate the impugning 
of the established faith ; but his words imply: " I will exa- 
mine what you propose, and if I fipd it more consistent 
with truth than that which I now follow, 1 will embrace it; 
but, in the meantime, you are welc9me to try the effect of 
your preaching upon my subjects." You, Gentlemen of the 
Jury, have an opportunity, and the power at this moment, 
to display a similar liberality to that which Ethelbert shew 
. to Austin; and for the sake of the truth, and the honour of 
our country, I call upon you to dismiss me from this prose- 
cution, as Ethelbert dismissed the Monks, who came for 
the purpose of subverting the established religion of the 
country. 

But to shew, the impossibility of the present established 
religion having any claim to a connection v»ith the old un- 
written law, it is only necessary by way of summary, that, 
upon the ground of authentic history, we find, that at one 
period Druidism existed with that unwritten law, at another 
period the Roman mythology prevailed, then Christianity, 
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next the idolatry of the gods Thor and Woden, and finally 
Christianity again, to say nothing of what religion existed 
under the Danish Conquest. Then how can this religion be 

f)art and parcel of the common or unwritten law of the 
and? It is not sufficient that Sir Matthew Hale or Lord 
Chief Justice Coke have said such things; it is not of im- 
memorial usage, and of itself has varied, as much as one 
system of mythology varies from another. It has been 
scarcely alike in any two centuries since it has borne the 
name of Christianity. At the farthest, it has been known 
but twelve centuries in this country, and it is not above two 
centuries back, when it began to be suspected as founded in 
error, by a few persons who had the courage and the 
honesty to examine it, that it was first pronounced by our 
lawyers as part of the common law; for as the last para- 
graph selected into the indictment says: in the time of the 
Pope's power over this country, when the Bible was un- 
known even to the clergy, much less the people, there was 
no suspicion about the Christian religion; because there 
were no means of examining it, and consequently it needed 
not the protection of the law. No sooner was printing in- 
vented, and the Bible printed, but it began to be examined, 
and men of sense and discernment began to see in what it 
consisted; then, and not till then, was it taken under the 
protection of the law; then, and not till then, was Chris- 
tianity called papt and parcel of the common law of the land. 
So that this part of the common law is an evident abuse and 
oppression originated in fraud and injustice, and in the sup- 
port of established error. If the Pope of Rome could have 
retained the summit of his power, the Bible had never been 
printed in the Eiiglish language: it was by examining the 
jBible for the purpose of invalidating the authority of the 
Pope, that opened the way to all that variety of sectarian- 
ism which has sprung up since that time: for a book that 
has no fixed principles in morals, or any thing else, cannot 
produce uniformity in the minds of mankind. 

Cardinal Wolsey, who lived soon after the discovery of 
printing, predicted most truly, that if the priests did not put 
down the Printing Press it would put down them ; for it 
would go on to make the people as wise as themselves. 

I will now make a few extracts from the history of the 
Bible, to shew that the priests of former times always 
dreaded an examination of it, and that it cannot claim 
any connection with the common law. In the year 1390, in the 
reign of Richard the Second, a bill was brought into the 
House of Lords to prohibit the use of English Bibles. 
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About the year 1408, in the reign of Henry the Fourth, 
Arundel, Archbishop of Canterbury, decreed in a convoca- 
tion of the clergy at Oxford, that no unauthorised person 
should translate any text of Scripture into English, or anj 
other, language, by way of book or treatise, and that no 
translation fnade either in br since Wickcliffe's time, should 
be read, till approved by the bishop of the diocese, or in a 
provincial council. This decree was enforced by great per- 
secutions ; and, as about the same time. Pope Alexander the 
Fifth condemned all translations into the vulgar tongue, they 
were, as much as possible, suppressed till the Reformation. 

It appears, indeed, from our bishop's registers, that in con- 
sequence of, Arundel's commission, several persons were 
burned, on refusing to abjure their principles, for having 
read the New Testatnent, and the Ten Commandments in 
WickliflFe's translation. So you see, Gentlemen of the Jury, 
that as soon as this reading began, there was an end to all 
unanimity about the Bible and the Christian religion ; and 
as soon as printing began, and reading became general, sec- 
tarianism started into life ; and it will go on increasing until 
la mutual toleration, on all natters of opmion,*become both 
the common and the statute law of this and every other 
country. 

In Townley's Biblical Anecdotes, we are informed that, 
in the second year of Henry the Fifth, a law was passed by 
which all Lollards, or thoise who read any of Wickliflfes 
books, were declared to be guilty of treason, and their 
goods ordered to be confiscated. This law was considered 
as particularly directed against those who read the New 
Testament in English of Wickliffe's translation. 

The following is the view of our old chronicles upon tWs 
act: — 

" In the said Parliament (viz. one held at Leicester) the 
king made the most blasphemous and cruel act, to be a law 
for ever, that whatsoever they were that should read the 
Scriptures in their mother tongue, (which was then call^ 
Wickleu's Learning^ they should forfeit land, cattle, body, 
life, knd goodir, from their heirs for ever, and be condemned 
Tor heretics to God, ^enemies to the crown, and most errant 
traitors to the land." In the year 1543, an act of Parlia- 
ment was obtained against Tyndel's Bible, and the prefaces 
and notes of all other editions. It was therefore enacted — 
" That no women, (except noblewomen and gentlewomen, 
ti'ho might read to themselves alone, and not to others, and 
for which indulgence they we^e indebted to the courtesy of 
Cranmer,) nor artificers, 'prentices, journeymen, serving- 
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men, nor labourers, were to read the Bible or New Testa- 
ment in English, to himself or to any others, privately or 
openly, upon pain of one month's imprisonment." 

In the early part of the reign of Henry the Eighth, several 
severe proclamations were issued, at the request of the clergy, 
against all who read or kept by them Tyndal's translation 
of the New Testament ; so that a copy of this book found 
in the possession of any person, was sufficient to convict him 
of heresy, and subject him to the flames. 

Here it is evident, that the priests of those days were as 
much alarmed at the examination of the Bible as the priests 
of the present day are alarmed at the circulation of the 
writings of Thomas Paine. I shall here say all that I have 
fo say, on the third and last paragraph selected into the In- 
dictment, and that is, that the Deists, well knowing the con- 
tents of the Bible, are most anxious to have it circulated and 
read as widely as possible, and submitted to the fullest exa- 
mination. They know that truth cannot be elicited but by 
the freest and fullest enquiry ; and knowing this, they fear 
not to read any thing themselves, and wish the same disposi- 
tion to be followed by those who ignqrantly, brutally, and 
maliciously, endeavour to raise a clamour against them. I 
am bold to say, that each sentence in the last paragraph 
combines an historical or positive fact ; and as such, I can 
rejoice that I have published it, whatever may be the con- 
sequence. 

When nobody read and examined, and consequently, 
nobody doubted the truth of the history of the Bible and 
the Christian system of religion, nothing was then ever heard 
about its being part and parcel of the copmon law of the 
land ; and it is only since the invention of printing,w hen read- 
ing became more general, and honest men examined what 
they read to see if it were consistent with truth, that this doc- 
• trine has been preached by our lawyers. Just so with re- 
gard to Spain in the present day : whilst the Inquisition ex- 
isted, there was no need of making the law protect the Chris- 
tian religion, but now the Inquisition is abolished, something 
like a free press established, and a spirit of enquiry abroad, 
the clergy of that country have introduced the punishtnent 
of death into their penal code, for any attempt to substitute 
any other religion for the Roman apostolic religion. How- 
far this law will prevent the examination of this holy, Roman 
catholic, apostolic, orthodox, religion I cannot pretend to 
say ; but this I venture to say, that, seven years will not 
elapse, under the present representative system of govern- 
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nient in Spain, before that part of the penal code he abo- 
lished. 

If a lawyer had broached the* doctrine in any century 
between the ninth and the fourteenth, or even the fifteenth, 
that the Christian religion, that this divine religion, was part 
and parcel of the common law of the land, and that this law 
would protect it, he would have been sent to the stake as a 
daring blasphemer and an incorrigible heretic, for presuming 
that, this divine religion stood in need of human laws to pro- 
tect it, and for imagining such a profanation as to connect 
with the common laws of the country, a religion which f>ro- 
fesses to emanate from the Deity. 

History informs us that in every instance during the power 
of the Pope in this country, the priests of the Christian reli- 
gion assumed a superiority over the laws, and always claim- 
ed an exemption from the operation of those laws, by an ap- 
peal to their Bishop or the Pope. Therefore, it is evident, 
that not only was the religion itself considered siiperior to 
and independent of all human law, but, that, even the minis- 
ters of that religion claimed the same. 

From all these observations, quotations, and references, 
I feel that I am justified in the inference that the Christian 
religion has been falsely and corruptly connected with the 
common law ; and that, in point of fact and justice theChris- 
tion Religion makes no part of the law of the land, as far as 
it relates to the exclusion of other systems. It is certainly 
mixed up with all our modern forms and ceremonies but, 
those forms and ceremonies are subject to continual change ; 
therefore, it cannot be said to be comprised under the 
common law, which, our lawyers tell us, is known but by 
immemorial usage, and the dicta and decisions of our judges 
as to that immemorial usage, and which no lawyer will 
admit ever has been subject to any known change. 

The religion of the country, and in fact, all religion!^, being 
founded upon metaphysical opinions, will ever be subject to 
continual change. It is a moral impossibility that any thing 
can render metaphysical opinions stedfast. The ot)inions of 
mankind are ever varying, and closely connected with the con- 
tinual change of the human body, it is therefore madness to 
attempt to confine them to any standard, as well might the 
attemptbe made to bring the size and features of mankind to 
an invariable standard ; and who, is he th^t has ever seen two 
human faces alike so as not to know the one from the other? 

As to the charge of blasphemy, or the pamphlet which I 
have published being a blasphemous libel, I can feel no- 
thing but contempt for such accusations. Blasphemy is a 

2 
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word terrible in sound to >yeak and ignorant minds, and a 
word which in the course of religious persecutions has been 
substituted for the less terrible sound of heresy. Although 
schism and sectarianism rages more than ever, among those 
who call themselves christians, we hear nothing about heresy 
no w a- day ! Each of those words is undefinable when applied 
as a religious term. 

" Will the council fqv this prosecution undertake in his reply 
to define what blasphemy means; I mean that which- is 
charged in the Indictment ? Will he shew us how it is to be 
defined so. as to make it amenable to the law? If he can do 
this, in plain and intelligible language, I shall feel obliged, 
as, I must confess, that I cannot define it, as expressed in the 
Indictment ; neither has it ever been defined in a court of Law - 
when it has been made the subject of an Indictment. It is a 
word which fools and bigots have been trained to shudder 
at, and to make a great clamour about, without knowing 
what it meant, whether it has any real application to their 
religion, or in fact, without being able to. attach an idea to the 
word. It is a phantom of the brain of a madman, and when 
fairly analysed can excite nothing but the contempt and indig- 
nation of honest men to see how the word has been used and 
abused. The Christians formerly confined their charge of blas- 
phemy to an evil speaking of one of their Gods, (for the word 
blasphemy is of Greek origin, and signifies nothing more 
than an evil speaking or a calumniation.) There was blas- 
phemy against God the father, there was a blasphemy against 
God the son, and there was a blasphemy, whichjwas deemed 
unpardotiable, and that was called blasphemy against the 
Holy Ghost. Not being a christian I have not learnt to de- 
fine the metaphysical part of Christianity, therefore I must 
leave this definition, and that of the different kinds of blas- 
phemy, as applying lo the Trinity, to the very learned coun- 
sel for the prosecution in his reply, who, having been so often 
employed on this subject, by the members of the Vice So- 
ciety, doubtless, has obtained that instruction from Mr. 
Wilberforce, who has lately, in Parliament avowed himself 
a leading member of this assoeiation. 

Now at the time the very learned and very pious Judge 
Bailey, passed sentence on my brother^ for publishing Thomas 
J^aine's Theological Works, and Elihu Palmers's Principles 
of Nature, he distinctly stated to my brother in his address, 
preparatory to the sentence, that he had not been guilty of 
a blasphemy towards God, but of a blasphemy towards his 
fellow countrymen, in having reviled their religion, and in 
having sought to deprive them of the comfprts of that religion 
by such reviling. But here Gentlemen, there is no reviling. 
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but a doubt calmly and cautiously expressed ; therefore I am 
quite at a loss to know what kind of blasphemy it is of which I 
have been guilty, or how I have offended the laws of my coun- 
try. The whole drift of the article for which I am prosecuted 
isabouttwo books, and the bearing of one of those books upon 
the other, which every individual has an opportunity of ex- 
amining for himself; so that it is an utter impossibilitythat the 
article could havele'd any person into error, who was capable of 
reading, and those who cannot read of course cannot read 
my pamphlet. 

It will not be amiss. Gentlemen, if we analyse this word 
blasphemy a little further, and in the first place, I will shew you 
how futile a word it is, if it be attempted to be applied to the 
God of Nature, or any of his works. Now, Gentlemen, we 
all admit the God of Nature to bean incomprehensible being, 
yet, we admit that incomprehensible being, to be omnipo- 
tent, omnipresent, and omniscient: now. Gentlemen, reason 
with yourselves, can you believing in the omnipotence of this 
incomprehensible being, and meditating upon that incompre- 
hensible omnipotence, which meditation constitutes adora- 
tion or natural worship ; can you conceive the possibility of 
any individual believing in that incomprehensible omnipo- 
tenceand speaking blasphemously or speaking evil of it: and 
if, on the other hand, any individual human being cannot 
conceive the existence of that incomprehensible omnipotence 
he cannot speak blasphemously of that of which he has no 
conception. Either way the act of blasphemy to wards that in- 
comprehensible omnipotence, is a natural, physical, and 
moral impossibility. I challenge all the powers of logic 
to contravene this statement ; and I repeat the statement 
made by my brother in this court that the laws of the coun- 
try cannot be justly made to take cognizance of the charge 
of blasphemy ; and that the word has been used solely for 
the purpose of injustice and oppression, when an individual 
was to be ruined, who had not offended the known and de- 
finable la yvs of his country. Mr. Justice Best has asserted 
from the bench that the crime of blasphemy is as easily de- 
fined as the crime of murder or perjury, and that it equally 
formed a part of the common law, but can Mr. Justice Best, 
or any other Judge or Lawyer, contravene the statement 
which I have made above, as to the impossibity of blasphemy 
being committed against the God of Nature. If an idol be 
set up for worship, instead of the God of Nature, it is possi- 
ble to blaspheme that idol, and as proper as it is possible 
therefore, in no case whatever, can the charge of blasphemy 
be sustained if that charge be fairly analysed. Certainly it 
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eannot be a crime at common law to blaspheme a book, 
for the act cannot injure any individual in any sense of 
the word, because he that can read the book can judge 
of the propriety or impropriety of that blasphemy, and, 
he that cannot read the book, as he cannot judge whether the 
charge of blasphemy be right or wrong, nor yet receive any 
impression from the book, or the blasphemy imputed, so can 
he not receive any possible injury from the act. In no way 
whatever can the word blasphemy, when applied to matters 
of religion, be justly designated an offence against what is 
commonly called the common law. I know our judges and 
lawyers wdll continue to scout this argument and analysis, 
but durst they trust themselves to contravene it in a similar 
analytical manner? I challenge them to do it, or call upon 
them to be silent in future about blasphemy being an offence 
against the law of the land. 

We have a most forcible proof of th^effect of this clamour 
about blasphemy in the New Testament in St. Matthew's gos- 
iii the 26th chapter, beginning at the 63d verse. Gentle- 
men, the very founder of your religion was actually charged 
with blasphemy, and put to death upon that charge! Jesus 
Christ himself was the victim of this charge, and why? be- 
cause men in power found it necessary to sacrifice him to 
preserve their own corruptions and abuses, and knowing 
that this moral and innocent man, had not offended the laws 
of his country, in any shape whatever, or in the least instance, 
they brought up this clamour of blasphemy against him, and 
deprived him of life ; in just the same manner as my prose- 
cutors are now seeking to deprive me of liberty. I will 
read the account to you. Gentlemen, although I doubt not it 
is already quite familiar. 

" But Jesus held his peace. And the high priest answered 
and said unto him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou 
tell us whether thou be the Christ the son of God. Jesus 
saith unto him, thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, 
hereafter shall ye see the Son of Man sitting on the right 
hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. Then 
the high priest rent his clothes, saying. He hath spoken blas- 
phemy ; what further need have ^we of witnesses ? Behold 
now ye have heard his blasphemy what think ye? They an- 
swered and said he was guilty of, death. Then did' they spit 
in his face, and buffetted him ; and others smote him with the 
palms of their hands." 

I shall now. Gentlemen, read to you four pages from the 
pamphlet in question which are strictly applicable to my 
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defence but I beg to observe that I still retain my claim upon 
you to examine the whole of it. 

** Great is Diana of the Ephesians," was the cry of the people of Ephesus*; 
and the cry of " our holy religion/' has been the cry of superstition in s6me in- 
stances, and of hypocrisy in others, from that day to this. 

*< The Brahmin, the follower of Zoroaster, the Jew, the Mahometan, the Church 
of Rome, the Greek church, the Protestant church, split into several hundred 
contradictory sectaries, preaching, in some instances, damnation against each 
other, all cry out, *' our holy religion." The Calvinist, who damns children of 
a span- long to hell to bum for ever for the glory of God, (and this \i called Chris- 
tianity) and the Universalist, who preaches that all shall be saved and none shall 
be damned, (and this also is called Christianity) boasts alike of their holy religion 
and their Christian faith. Something more, therefore, is necessary than mere cry 
and wholesale assertion, and that something is TKUTH ; and as inquiry is the 
road to truth, he that is opposed to inquiry is not a friend to truth. 

" The God of truth is not the God of fable : when, therefore, any book is intro- 
duced into the world as the word of God, and made a ground-work for religion, it 
ought to be scrutinized more than other books to see if it bear evidence of being 
what it is called* Our reverence to God demands that wie do this, lest we ascribe 
to God what is not his, and our duty to ourselves demands it lest we take fable for 
fact, and rest our hope of salvation on a false foundation. It is not our calling a 
book holy that makes it so, any more than our calling a religion holy that entitles 
it to the name. Inquiry, therefore, is necessary in order to arrive at truth. But 
inquiry must have some principle to proceed on, some standard to judge by, supe- 
rior to human authority. 

" When we survey the works of creation, the revolutions of the planetary system, 
and the whole economy of what is called nature, which is no other than the laws the 
Creator has prescribed to matter, we see unerring order and universal harmony reign- 
ing througliout the whole. No one part contradicts another. The sun does not 
run against the moon, nor the moon against the sun, nor the planets against each other. 
Every thing keeps its appointed time and place. This harmony in the works of 
God is so obvious, that the fanner of the field, tliough he cannot calculate eclipses, 
is as sensible of it as the philosophical astronomer. He sees the God of order in 
every part of the visible universe. 

Here, then is the standard to which every thing must be brought that pretends 
to be the work or word of God, and by this standard it must be judged, indepen- 
dently of any thine and every thing that man can say or do. His opinion is like 
a feather in Uie scsJe compared with the standard that God himself has set up. 

It is, therefore, by this standard, that the Bible, and all other books pretending 
to be the word of God, (and there are many of them in the world) must be judged, 
and not by the opinions of men or the decrees of ecclesiastical councils. These 
have been so contradictory that they have often rejected in one council what they 
had voted to be the word of God in another ; and admitted what had been before 
rejected. In this state of uncertainty in which we are, and which is rendered 
still more uncertain by the numerous contradictory sectaries that have sprung up 
since the time of Luther and Calvin, what is man to^ do ? The answer is easy. 
Begin at the root — begin with the Bible itself. Examine it with the utmost strict- 
ness- It is our duty so to do. Compare the parts with each other, and the whole 
with the harmonious, magnificent order that reigns throughout the visible universe, 
and the result will be, that if the same Almighty wisdom that created the universe, 
dictated also the Bible, the Bible will be as harmonious and as magnificent in all 
its parts, and in the whole, at the universe ii. But if instead of this, the parts 
are found to be discordant, contradicting in one place what is said in another, (as 
in t Sam. chap. xziv. ver. 1. and 1 Chron. chap. xii. ver. 1. where the same action 
is ascribed to God in one book and to Satan in the other), abounding also in Idle 

• Acts, chap. xix. ver. ?8 
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and obscene stories, and representing the Almighty as a passionate, whifnsical 
Being, continually changing his mind, making and unmaking his own works as if 
he did nut know what he was about, we may take it for certainty that tlie Creator 
of the universe is not the author of such a book, that it is not the word of God, 
and that to call it so Is to dishonour his name. The Quakers, who are a people 
more moral and regular in their conduct than the people of other sectaries, and 
generally allowed so to be,\io not hold the Bible to be the word of God. They 
call it ** a history of the times," and a bad history it is, and also a history of bad 
men, of bad actions, and abounding with bad examples. 

'* For several centuries past the dispute has been about doctrines, it is now about 
fact. Is the Bible the word of God or is it not? for until the point is established no 
doctrine drawn ffom the Bible ckn afford real consofation to man, and he ought to 
be careful he does not mistake delusion for truth. This is a case that concerns all 
men alike. 

*' There has always existed in Europe, and also iix America, since its establish- 
ment, a numerous description of men, (I do not here mean the Quakers) who did 
not, and do not believe the Bible to be the word of God. These men never form- 
ed themselves into an established society, but are to be found in all the sectaries 
that exist, and are more numerous than any, perhaps equal to all, and are daily in- 
creasing. From Deus, the Latin word for God, they have been denominated Deists, 
that is believers in God. It is the most honourable appellation can be given to man 
because it is derived immediately from the Deity. It is not an artificial pame 
like Episcopalian, Presbyterian, &c. but is a name of sacred signification, and to 
revile it is to revile the name of God. 

" Since then there is so much doubt and uncertainty about the Bible, some assert- 
ing, and others denying it to be the word of God, it is best that the whole matter 
come out. It is necessary, for the information of the world, that it should. A 
better time cannot offer than M^hilst the Government, patronizing no one sect or 
opinion in preference to another, protects equally the rights of all ; and certainly 
every man must spurn the idea of an ecclesiastical tyranny, engrossing the rights 
of the press, and holding it free only for'itself. 

" Whilst the terrors of thfc church, and the tyranny of the state, hung like a 
pointed sword over Europe, men were commanded to believe what the Church 
told them, or go to the stake. All inquiries into the a\ithenticity of the Bible were 
shut out by the inquisition. We ought, therefore, to suspect that a great mass 
of information respecting the Bible and the introduction of it into the world has 
been suppressed by the united tyranny of Church and State, for the purpose of 
keeping people in ignorance, and which ought to be known. 

" The Bible has been received by the Protestants on the authority of the Church 
of Rome, and on no other authority. It is she that has said it is the word of God . 
We do not admit the authority of that church with respect to i£s pretendfed infalli- 
bility, its manufactured miracles, its setting itself up to forgive sins, its amphi- 
bious doctrine of transubstantiation, &c. ; and we ought to be watchful jvith 
respect to any book introduced by her, or her ecclesiastical councils, and called by 
her tlie Word of God ; and the more so, because it was by propagating that belief, 
and supporting it by fire and faggot, that she kept up her temp(Tral power. That 
the belief of the Bible does no good in the world may be seen by the irregular lives 
of those, as well priests as laymen, who profess to believcit to be the word of God. 
vnd the moral lives of the Quakers who do not. It abounds with too many ill ex- 
amples to be made a rule for moral life, and were a man to copy after the lives of 
some of its most celebrated characters, he would come to the gallows. 

** Thomas Paine ^as written to shew that the Bible is not the word of God, that 
the books it contains were not written by the persons to whom, they were ascribed 
that it is an anonymous book, and that we have no authority for calling it the 
word of God, or for saying it was written by inspired penmen, since we do not 
know who the writers were. This is the opinion, not only of Thomas Paine, but 
of thousands and tens of thousands of the most respectable characters in tlie Unit- 
ed States and in Europe. These men have the same right to their opinions, as 
others have to contrary opinions, and the same right to publish them. 

With respect to morality, the writings of Thomas Paine ar3 remarkable for 



Digitize^ by VjOOQIC 



23 

purity &nd J[>enevoleiice ; and though he often enllrens them with touches of wit 
and humour, he never loses sight of the real solemnity of his subject. No man's 
morals either with respect to his Maker, himself, or his neighbour, can suffer by 
the writings of Thomas Paine. 

It is now too late to abuse Deism, especially in a country where the press is free, 
or where free presses can be established* It is a religion that has God for its patron, 
and derives its name from him. The thoughtful mind of man, wearied with the 
endless contentions of sectaries against sectaries, doctrines against doctrines, and 
priests against . priests, finds its repose at last in the contemplative belief and wor- 
ship of one God and the practice of morality, for as Pope wisely says» 

" He can't be wrcmg whose life is in the right.** 

I come now to speak more particularly of tbe passages 
selected in the Indictment, and to analyse them, and try 
whether they be or be not consistent with truth. 

The first paragraph is a selection from the writings of 
Archbishop Tillotson ; and I think it not a little singular, 
that the sentiments of a man who, when living, was the 
Primate of the Christian Church, should now become a sub- 
ject for prosecution in a Christian court of law: but per- 
haps I may be told, that the bishop's article is but tbe text 
upon which Thomas Paine has founded his libel. Let us 
examine it. The quotation from the Archbishop's writing 
is thus : — " The difference between the style of the Old and 
New Testament is so very remarkable, th^t one of the 
greatest sects in the primitive times did, upoi^ this very 
ground, found their heresy of two Gods, the one evil, fierce 
and cruel, whom they called the God of the Old Testament ; 
the other was good, kind, and merciful, whom they called 
the God of the New Testament ; so great a difference is 
there between the repr<eseutations that are given of God in 
the books of the Jewish and Christian religions, as to give, 
at least, some colour and pretence to an imagination Qf two 
Gods." Thus far Tillotson. 

Thomas Paine's comment is thus : — " But the case was, 
that as the Church had picked out several passages from the 
Old Testament, which she most absurdly and falsely calls 
prophecies of Jesus Christ, (whereas there is no prophecy of 
any such person, as any one' may see by examining the 
passages and the cases to which they apply,) she was under 
the necessity of keeping up the credit of the Old Testament, 
because if that fell the other would soon follow, and the 
Christian system of faith would soon be at an end. As a book 
of morals, there are several parts of the New Testament 
that are good ; but they are no other than what had been 
preached in the eastern world several hundred years before 
Christ was born. Confucius, the Chinese philosopher, who 
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lived five hundred years before the time of Christ, says — 
Acknowledge thy benefits by the return of benefits^ but never 
revenge injuries?^ 

The whole article is divided into three paragraphs^ with 
the last I have already dispensed ; the first is the writing of 
the Archbishop, and if there be any blasphemy in that, it 
ought to have been prosecuted a century^ago : the second is 
the main paragraph for m^ to defend ; and of that the first 
sentence is alone necessary to be defended, the other c£vnnot 
be attacked ; so that of all this fuss, the pamphlet is not 
charged as possessing more than one hundred disagreeable 
words, which afe as follow : — 

" But the case was, that as the Church had picked out 
several passages from the Old Testament which she most 
absurdly and falsely calls prophecies of Jesus Christ, 
(whereas there is no prophecy of any such person, as any 
one may see by examining the passages and the cases to 
which they apply,) she was under the necessity of keeping 
up the credit of the Old Testament, because if that fell the 
other would soon follow, and the Christian system of faith 
would soon be at an end.'^ 

Now Mr. Paine, in another work, has examined and 
compared those passages, and I feel it a duty I owe to my- 
self and the author of the article persecuted, to produce that 
examination and comparison ; and if the statement alleged 
to be a blasphemous libel, can be proved to have its found- 
ation in truth, I shall claim a verdict of Not Guilty at your 
hands. Gentlemen of the Jury ; beqause, if you well and truly 
try, as you have sworn to do, you cannot find me guilty of 
any malicious intention in publishing this pamphlet; and 
without my prosecutors can prove the malicious intention 
charged, their Indictment cannot be legally sustained. Now 
I am quite willing to rest my case upon the defence I can 
now make as to the truth or falsehood of this statement in 
the first sentence of the second paragraph. 

An Examination of the Passages in the New Testament ^ 
quoted from the Old^ and called Prophecies of the coming 
of Jesus Christ. 

" The passages called Prophecies of or concerning Jesus Christ in 
the Old Testament, may be classed under the two following 
heads : — 

" First, those referred to in the^four books of the New Testament, 
called the four Evangelists, MattheWy Mark, Luke, and John. 

" Secondly, Those which translator^ and commentators have, of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



26 

their own imagination^ erected into prophecies, and dubbed with 
that title at the head of the seyeral chapters of the Old Testament. 
Of these it is scarcely worth while to waste time, ink, and paper 
upon; I shall therefore confine myself chiefly to those referred to 
in th^ aforesaid four books of the New Testament. If I shew that 
these are not prophecies of the person called Jesus Christ, nor 
have reference to any such person, it will be perfectly needless to 
combat those which translators or the Church have inyented, and 
for which they had no other authority than their own imagination. 

" I begin with the book called the Gospel according to St. Mat- 
thew. 

" In the first chap. ver. 18, it is said, ^ Now the birth of Jesus 
Christ was in this wise; when his mother Mary was espoused to Jo- 
seph, before they came together she was foukd with child by 
THE Holy Ghost.' — ^This is going a little too fast; because to 
make this verse agree with the next, it should have said no more 
than that she was found with child: for the next verse says, 
' Then Joseph her husband being a just man, and not willing to 
make her a public example, was minded to put her away privily* — 
ConsequenUy Joseph had found out no more than &at she was 
with child, and he knew it was not by himself. 

" Ver. 20. ' And while he thought of these things (that is, whether 
he should put her away privily, or make a public example of her) 
behold the Angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream (that is, 
Joseph dreamed ^at an angel appeared unto him) saying, Joseph 
thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife, for 
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall 
bring forth a son and call his name Jesus : for he shall save his 
people from their sins.^ 

" Now, without entering into any discussion upon the merits or 
demerits of the account here given, it is proper to observe, that it 
has no higher authority than that of a dream ; for it is impossible 
for a man to behold any thing in a dream but that which he dreams 
of. I ask not, therefore, whether Joseph (if there was such a 
man) had such a dream or not; because, admitting he had, it 
proves nothing. So wonderful and irrational is the faculty of 
the mind in dreams, that it acts the part of all the characters its 
imagination creates, and what it thinks, it hears from any of them, 
is no other than what the roving rapidity of its own imagination 
invents. It is therefore nothing to me what Joseph dreamed of; 
whether of the fidelity or infidelity of his wife. I pay no regard 
to my own dreams, and I should be weak indeed to put faiUi in 
the dreams of another. 

" The verses that follow those I have quoted, are the words of the 
writer of the book of Matthew. * Now (says he) all this (that is, 
all this dreaming and this pregnancy) was done that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by tlie Prophet, saying, 

** * Behold a Virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a 
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son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted 
is, God xuith us.* 

" This passage is in Isaiah, chap. vii. ver. 14, and the writer of 
the book of Matthew endeavours to make his readers beliefs that 
this passage is a prophecy of the person called Jesus Christ. It 
is no such thing — and I go to shew it is not. But it is first neces- 
sary that I explain the occasion of these words being spoken by 
Isaiah : the reader will then easily perceive, that so far from their 
being a prophecy of Jesus Christ, they have not the least reference 
to such a person, or to any thing that could happen in the time 
that Christ is said to have lived — which was about seven hundred 
years after the time of Isaiah. The case is this : 

" On the death of Solomon the Jewish nation split into two mo- 
narchies; one called the kingdom of Judah, the capital of which 
was Jerusalem; the other the kingdom of Israel, the capital of 
which was Samaria. The kingdom of Judah followed the line of 
David, and the kingdom of Israel that of Saul; and these two 
rival monar.chies frequently carried on fierce wars against each 
other. 

^* At the time Ahaz was king of Judah, which was in the time of 
Isaiah, Pekah was king of Israel : and Pekah joined himself to 
Rezin, king oC Syria, to make war against Ahaz, king of Judah; 
and these two kings marched a confederated and powerful army 
against Jerusalem. Ahaz and his people became alarmed at the 
danger, and ^' their hearts were moved as the trees of the wood are 
moved with the wind.* Isaiah vii. 3. 

'^ In this perilous situation of things, Isaiah addresses himself to 
Ahaz, and assures him, in the name of the Lord (the cant phrase of 
all the prophets) that these two kings should not succeed against 
him ; and to assure him that this should be the case (the case was 
however directly contrary*) tells Ahaz to ask a sign of the Lord. 
This Ahaz declined doing, giving as a reason, that he would not 
tempt the Lord : upon which Isaiah who pretends to be sent from 
God, ss^ys ver. 14. * Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a 
sign, behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son — Butter and' 
honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil and chuse 
the good — For before the child shall know to refuse the evil and 
chuse the good, the land which thou abhorrest shall be forsaken 
of both her kings,' — meaning the king of Israel and the king of 
Syria, who were marching against him. 

* Chron. xxviii. 1. " Ahaz toas twenty years old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem^ but he did fiot that which was right in the sight of 
the Lord. — ver. 5. Wherefore the Lord his God delivered him into the hand qf the 
^^g rf Syria f and they smote him^ and carried away a great multitude of them cap- 
tive and br&ught them to Damascus: and he toas also delivered into the hand of the 
king cfJsraett who smote him with a great slaughter. 

Ver. 6. " And Pekah (king qf Israel) slew in Judah an hundred and twenty thou- 
sand in one day. — ver. 8. And the children of Israel carried away oaptive of their 
brethren ttoo hundred thousand women, sons, and daughters. 
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" Here then is the sign, which was to be the birth of a child, 
and that child a son : .and here also is the time limited for the ac^ 
complishment of the sign, namely, before the child should know 
to refuse the evil and chuse the good. 

" The thing, therefore, to be a sign of success to Ahaz must be 
something that would take place before the event of the battle 
then pending between him and the two kings could be known. A 
thing to be a sign must precede the thing signified. The sign of 
rain must be before the rain. 

" It would have been mockery and insulting nonsense for Isaiah 
to have assured Ahaz as a sign, that these two kings should not 
prevail against him; that a' child should be bom seven hundred 
years after he was dead; and that before the child so born should 
know to reftise the evil and chuse the good, he, Ahaz, should be 
delivered from the danger he was then immediately threatened 
with, 

'* But the case is, that the child of which Isadah speaks was his 
own child f with which his wife or his mistress was then pregnant; 
for he says in the next chapter, ver. 2, * And I took unto me faith- 
ful witnesses to record, Uriah the priest, and Zechariah the son of 
Jeberechiah; and I went ufito the prophetess, and she conceived arid 
bear a son;* and he says at ver. 18 of the same chapter, * Behold 
I and the children whom the Lord hath given me are for signs and 
for wonders in Israel.* 

" It may not be improper here to observe, that the word trans- 
lated a virgin in Isaiah, does not signify a virgin in Hebrew, but 
merely a young woman. The tense also is falsified in the transla- 
tion. Levi gives the Hebrew text of the 14th verse of the 7th 
chapter of Isaiah, and the translation in English with it — * Behold 
a young woman is with child and beareth a son.* The expression, 
says he, is in the present cense. This translation agrees with the 
other circumstances related of the birth of this child, which was 
to be a sign to Ahaz. But as the true translation could not have 
been imposed upon the world as a prophecy of a child to be born 
seven hundred years afterwards, the Christian translators have fal- 
sified the orginal; and instead of making Isaiah to say, behold a 
young woman is with child and beareth a son — they make him to 
say, behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son. It is, however, 
only necessary for a person to read the 7th and 8th chapters of 
Isaiah, and he will be convinced that the passage in question is no 
prophecy of the person called Jesus Christ. I pass on to the 
second passage quoted from the Old Testament by the New, as a 
prophecy of Jesus Christ. 

" Matthew ii. 1. * Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judah, in the days of Herod the king, behold there came wise 
men from the east to Jerusalem — saying, where is he that is born 
king of the Jews ? for we have seen his star in the east, and are 
come to worship him. When Herod, the king, heard these things 
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he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him — and when he had 
gathered all the chief piests and scribes of the people together, 
he demanded of them where Christ should be born, and they said 
unto him, in Bethlehem, in the land of Judea; for thus it is writ- 
ten by the prophet — arid thou Bethleniy in the land of Judea, art 
not the least among the Princes of Judea, for out of thee shall come 
a Governor that shall rule my people Israel.* This passage is in 
Micah, chap. v. yer. 2. 

" I pass over the absurdity of seeing and following a star in the 
day-time, as a man would a WUl with the whisp, or a candle and 
lanthom at night; and also that of seeing it in the east, when 
themselves came from the east ; for could such a thing be seen at 
all to serve them for a guide, it must be in the west to them. I 
confine myself solely to the passage called a prophecy of Jesus 
Christ. 

" The book of Micah, in the passage above cjuoted, chap. r. 
ver. 2, is speaking of some person, without mentioning his name, 
from whom some great achievements were expected; but the de- 
scription he gives of this person at the 5th verse proves evidently 
that it is not Jesus Christ, for he says at the 5th verse, * And 
this man shall be the peace when the Assyrian shall come into our 
land, and when he shall tread in our palaces, then shall we raise 
up against him (that is, against the Assyrian) seven shepherds and 
eight principal men. — ver. 6. And they shall waste the land of 
Assyria with the sword, and the land of Nimrod on the entrance 
thereof; thus shall He (the person spoken of at the head of the 
second verse) deliver us from the Assyrian when he cometh into 
our land, and when he treadeth within our borders.' 

** This is so evidently descriptive of a military chief, that it can- 
not be applied to Christ without outraging the character they pre- 
fend to give us of him. Besides which, the circumstances of the 
times here spoken of, and those of the times in which Christ is 
said to have lived, are in contradiction to each other. It was the 
Romans, and not the Assyrians, that had conquered and were in 
the land of Judea, and trod in their palaces when Christ was bom, 
and when he died, and so far from his driving them out, it was 
they who signed the warrant for his execution, and he suffered 
under it. 

" Having thus shewn that this is no prophecy of Jesus Christ, 
I pass on to the third passage quoted from the Old Testament by 
the New, as a prophecy of him. 

This, like the first I have spoken of, is introduced by a dream. 
Joseph dreameth another dream, and dreameth that he seeth 
another angel. The account begins at the 13th verse of the 2d 
chapter of Matthew. 

" * The angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, say- 
ing. Arise, and take the young child and his mother and flee into 
Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word : For Herod will 
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seek the life of the young child to destroy him. When he arose 
he took the young child and his mother by night and departed 
into Egypt — and was there until the death of Herod, that it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 
Out of Egypt have I called my son. 

" This passage is in the book of Hosea, chap. xi. ver. 1. The 
words are, ' When Israel was a child then I loved him and called 
my son out of Egypt — As they called them, so they went from 
them, they sacrificed unto Baalam and burnt incense to graven 
images.' 

" This passage, falsely called a prophecy of Christ, refers to the 
children of Israel coming out of Egypt in the time of Pharoah, 
and to the idolatry they committed afterwards. To make it ap- 
ply to Jesus Christ, he then must be the person who sacrificed 
unto Balaam and burnt incense to graven images, for the person 
called out of Egypt by the collective name, Israel, and tl;^ per- 
sons committing this idolatry, are the same persons, or the de- 
scendants of them. This then can be no prophecy of Jesus Christ 
unless they are willing to make an idolator of him. I pass on to the 
fourth passage called a prophecy by the writer of the book of 
Matthew. 

" This is introduced by a story, told by nobody but himself, 
and scarcely believed by any body, of the slaughter of all the chiU 
dren under two years old, by the command of Herod. A thing 
which it is not probable could be done by Herod, as he only held 
an office under the Roman Government, to i^hich appeals could 
always be had, as we see in the case of Paul. 

" Matthew, however, having made or told his story, says, chap, 
ii. ver. 17. — ' Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Je- 
remy the prophet, saying, — In Ramah was tliere a voice heard, la- 
mentation, and great mourning : Rachael weeping for her children, 
and would not be comforted because they were not,' 

" This passage is in Jeremiah, chap. xxxi. ver. 15, and this 
verse, when separated from the verses before and after it, and 
which explains its application, might with equal propriety be ap- 
plied to every case of wars, sieges, and other violences, such as 
the Christians themselves have often done to the Jews, where mo- 
thers have lamented the loss of their children. There is nothing 
in the verse taken singly that designates or points out any parti- 
cular application of it, otherwise than that it points to some cir- 
cumstance which, at the time of writing it, had already happened, 
and not to a thing yet to happen, for the verse is in me preter or 
past tense. — I go to explain the case, and shew the application of 
the verse. 

'' Jeremiah lived in the time that Nebuchadnezzar besieged, 

took, plundered, and destroyed Jerusalem, and led the Jews cap- 

'tive to Babylon. He carried his violence against the Jews to 

every extreme. He slew the sons pf king Zedekiah before his 
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face, he then put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and kept him in prison 
till the day of his death. 

" It is of this time of sorrow and suffering to the Jews that 
Jeremiah is speaking. Their temple was destroyed, their land 
desolated, their nation and government entirely broken up, and 
themselves, men, women, and children, carried into captivity. 
They had too many sorrows of their own, immediately before their 
eyes, to permit them, or any of their chiefs, to be employing 
themselves on things that might, or might not, happen in the 
world seven hundred years afterwards. 

** It is, as already observed, of this time of sorrow and suffer- 
ing to the Jews that Jeremiah is speaking in the verse in question. 
In the two next verses, the 16th and 17th, he endeavours to con- 
sole the sufferers by giving them hopes, and according to the 
fashion of speaking in those days, assurances from the Lord, that 
their sufferings should have an end, and that their children should 
return again to their own land. But I leave the verses to speak 
for themselves, and the Old Testament to testify against the new. 

" Jeremiah, chap. xxxi. ver. 15. — * Thus saith the Lord, a 
voice was heard in Kamah (it is in the preter tense) lamentation 
and bitter weeping : Rachel, weeping for her children, refused to 
be comforted for her children because they were not." 

" Verse 16. — ' Thus saith the Lord, refrain thy voice from 
weeping, and thine eyes from tears : for thy work shall be 
rewarded*, saith the Lord, and they shall come again from the 
land of the enemy.' 

" Verse 17. — * And there is hope in thine end, saith the Lord, 
that thy children shall come again to their own border,' 

"By what strange ignorance or imposition is it, that the children 
of which Jeremiah speaks (meaning the people of the Jewish na- 
tion, scripturally called children of Israel, and not mere infants 
under two years old), and who were to return again from the land 
of the enemy, and come again into their own borders, can mean 
the children that Matthew makes Herod to slaughter ? Could those 
return again from the land of the enemy, or how can the land of 
the enemy be applied to them ? Could they come again to their 
own borders ? Good Heavens ! How has the world been imposed 
upon by Testament-makers, priest-craft, and pretended prophe- 
cies. I pass on to the fifth passage called a prophecy of Jesus 
Christ. 

" This, like two of the former, is introduced by a dream. Joseph 
dreamed another dream, and dreameth of another angeh And 
Matthew is again the historian of the dream and the 
dreamer. If it were asked how Matthew could know what Joseph 
dreamed, neither the bishop nor all the church could answer the 
question. Perhaps it was Matthew that dreamed and not Joseph ; 
that is, Joseph drejamed by proxy, in Matthew's brain, as they tell 
us Daniel dreamed for Nebuchadnezzar. But be this as it may, I 
go on with my subject. 
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" The account of this dream is in Matthew, chap. ii. ver. 19. 
* But when Herod was dead, behold an angel of the Lord ap-» 
peared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying — Arise, and take 
the young child and its mother, and go into the land of Israel, for 
they are dead which sought the young child's life — and he arose 
and took the young child and his mother and came into the land of 
Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judea in 
the room of his father Herod, he was afraid 16 go thither. Not- 
withstanding being warned of God in ji dream (here is another 
dream) he turned, aside into the parts of Galilee; and he came 
and dwelt and in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the prophets, — He shall be called a NazarineJ 

" Here is good circumstantial evidence, that Matthew dreamed, 
for there is no such passage in all the Old Testament; and I in- , 
vite the bishops and all the .priests in Christendom, including 
those of America, to produce it. I pass on to the sixth passage, 
called a prophecy of Jesu^ Christ. 

" This, as Swift says on another occasion, is lugged in head and 
shoulders; it needs only to be seen in order to be hooted as a 
forced and far-fetched piece of imposition. 

" Matthew, chap. iv. ver. 12. * Now when Jesus heard that John 
was cast into prison, he departed into Galilee — and leaving Na- 
zareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea- 
coast, in the borders of Zebulon and Nephthalim — ^That it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias (Isaiah) the prophet, say- 
ing, The land of Zebulon and the land of Nephthalim, by the way 
of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of tlie Gentiles — the people 
which sat in darkness saw great light, and to them which sat in the 
region and shadow of death, light springing upon them,' 

" I wonder Matthew has not made the cris-cross-row, or the 
christ-cross-now (I know not how the priests spell it) into a pro- 
phecy. He might as well have done this as cut out these uncon- 
nected and undescriptive sentences from the place they stand in, 
and dubbed them with that title. 

" The words, however, are in Isaiah, chap. ix. ver. 1, 2, as 
follows : — 

" * Nevertheless, the dimness shall not be such as was in her 
vexation, when at the first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulon 
and the land of Nephthali, and afterwards did more grievously af- 
flict her by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan in Galilee of the na- 
tions,'* 

" All this relates to two circumstances that had already hap- 
pened, at the time these words in Isaiah were written. The one, 
where the land of Zebulon and Nephthali had been lightly afflict- 
ed, anil afterwards more grievously by the way of the sea. 

'' But observe how Matthew has falsified the text. He begins 
his quotation at a part of the verse where there is not so much as 
a comma, and thereby cuts off every thing that relates to the fijrst 
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affliction. He then leaves out all that relates to the second af- 
fliction, and by this means leaves out every thing that makes the 
verse intelligible, and reduces it to a senseless skeleton of names 
of towns. 

" To bring this imposition of Matthew clearly and immediately 
b^fpre the eye of the reader, I will repeat the verse, and put be- 
tween crotchets [ ] the words he has left out, and put in Italics 
those he has preserved. 

" * [Nevertheless the dimness shall not be such as was in her 
vexation when at the first he lightly afflicted] the land of ZebtUon 
and the land of NephthaJi, [and did afterwards more grievously 
afflict her] by the way of the sea beyond Jordan in Galilee of the 
nations,*' 

" What gross imposition is it to gut, as the phrase is, a verse in 
this manner, render it perfectly senseless^ and then puff it off on 
a credulous world as a prophecy. I proceed to the next verse. 

" Ver. 2. ' The people that walked in darkness have seen a 
great light ; they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, 
upon them hath the light shined.' All this is historical, and not 
in the least prophetical. The whole is in the preter tense: it 
speaks of things that had been accomplished at the time the words 
were written, and not of things to be accomplished afterwards. 

" As then the passage is in no possible sense prophetical, nor 
intended to be so, and that to attempt to make it so, is not only to 
falsify the original, but to commit a criminal imposition: it is 
matter of no concern to us, otherwise than as curiosity, to know 
who the people were of which the passage speaks, that sat in 
darkness, and what the light was that had shined in upon them. 

" If we look into the preceding chapter, the 8th, of which the 
9th is only a continuation, we shall find the writer speaking, at the 
19th verse, of ' witches and wizards who peep about and mutter,* 
and of people who made application to them ; and he preaches 
^d exhorts them against this darksome practice. It is of this 
people, and of this darksome practice, or walking in darkness, that 
he is speaking at the 2d verse of the 9th chapter ; and with re- 
spect to the light that had shined in upon them, it refers entirely to 
^is own ministry, and to the boldness of it, which opposed itself 
to that of the witches and wizards who peeped about and muttered. 

" Isaiah is, uppi> the whole, a wild and disorderly writer, pre- 
serving in general no clear chain of perception in the arrangement 
of his ideas, and consequently producing no defined conclusions 
from them. It is the wildness of his style, the confusion of his 
ideas, ^nd the ranting metaphors he employs, that have afforded 
so many opportunities to priestcraft in some cases, and to super- 
stition m odi^rs, to impose those defects upon the world ^s pro- 
{diecies of Jesus Christ. Finding no direct meaning in them, and 
not knowing what to make of them, and supposing at the same 
time they were intended to have a meaning, th«y supplied the de- 
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feet by inventing a meaning of their own, and called it his. I 
have, however, in this place, done Isaiah the justice to rescue him 
from the claws of Matthew, who has torn him unmercifully to 
pieces, and from the imposition or ignorance of priests and com- 
mentators, by letting Isaiah speak for himself. 

" I pass on to the seventh passage, called a prophecy of Jesus 
Christ. 

" Matthew, chap. viii. ver. 16. * When the evening was come, 
they brought unto him (Jesus) many that were possessed with de- 
vils, and he cast out the spirit with his word, and healed all that 
" were sick.— That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias 
(Isaiah) the prophet, saying, himself took our infirmities, and hear 
our sicknesses,** 

" This a^air of people being possessed by devils, and of casting 
them out, was the fable of the day when the books of the New 
Testament were written. It had not existence at any other time. 
The books of the Old Testament mention no such thing; the 
people of the present day know of no such thing ; nor does the 
history of any people or country speak of such a thing. It starts 
upon us all at once in the book of Matthew, and is altogether an 
invention of the New Testament-makers and the Christian church. 
The book of Matthew is the first book where the word Devil is 
mentioned.* We read in some of the books of the Old Testa- 
ment of things called familiar spirits, the supposed companions of 
people called witches and wizards. It was no other than the trick 
of pretended conjurors to obtain money from credulous and igno- 
rant people, or the fabricated charge of superstitious malignancy 
against unfortunate and decrepid old age. 

" But the idea of a familiar spirit, if we can affix any idea to 
the term, is exceedingly different to that of being possessed by a 
devil. In the one case, the supposed familiar spirit is a dextrous 
agent, that comes and goes and does as he is bidden ; in the other, 
he is a turbulent roaring monster, thattears and tortures the body 
into convulsions. Reader, whoever thou art, put thy trust in thy 
Creator, make use of the reason he endowed thee with, and cast 
from thee all such fables. 

" The passage alluded to by Matthew, for as a quotation it is 
false, is in Isaiah, chap. liii. ver. 4, which is as follows : — 

" * Surely he (the person of whom Isaiah is speaking of) hath 
borne our griefs and carried our sorrows.' It is in the preter tense. 

'' Here is nothing about casting out devils, nor curing sick- 
nesses. The passage, therefore, so far from being a prophecy of 
Christ, is not even applicable as a circumstance. 

" Isaiah, or at least the writer of the book that bears his name, 
employs the whole of this chapter, the 53d, in lamenting the suf- 
ferings of some deceased person, of whom he speaks very pathe- 

* The word devil is a personification of the word evil. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



34 

tically. It is a monody on the death of a friend ; but he men- 
tions npt the name of the person, nor gives any circumstance of 
him by which he can be personally known ; and it is this silence, 
which is evidence of nothing, that Matthew has laid hold of to 
put the name of Christ to it ; as if the chiefs of the Jews, whose 
sorrows were then great, and the times they lived in big with dan- 
ger, were never thinking of their own affairs, nor the fate of their 
own friends, but were continually running a wild-goose chase into 
futurity. 

" To make a monody into a prophecy is an absurdity. The 
characters and circumstances of men, even in different ages of 
the world, are so much alike, that what is said of one may with 
propriety be said of many ; but this fitness does not make . the 
passage into a prophecy ; and none but an impostot or a bigot 
would call it so. 

Isaiah, in deploring the hard fate and loss of his fViend, men- 
tions nothing of him but what the human lot of man is subject to. 
All the cases he states of him, his persecutions, his imprison- 
ment, his patience in suffering, and his perseverance in principle, 
are all within the line of nature ; they belong exclusively to none, 
and may with justness be said of many. But if Jesus Christ was 
the person the church represents him to be, that which would ex- 
clusively apply to him, must be something that could not apply to 
any other person ; something beyond the lot of mortal man ; and 
there are no such expressions in this chapter, nor any other chap- 
ter in the Old Testament. 

It is no exclusive description to say of a person, as is said of 
the person Isaiah is lamenting in this chapter. " He was op- 
pressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is 
brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before his shear- 
ers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth" This may be said of 
thousands of persons, who have suffered oppression and unjust 
death with patience, silence, and perfect resignation. 

Grotius, whom the bishop esteems a most learned man, and 
who certainly was so, supposes that the person of whom Isaiah is 
speaking, is Jeremiah. Grotius is led into this opinion, from the 
agreement there is between the description given by Isaiah, and 
the case of Jeremiah, as stated in the book that bears his name. 
If Jeremiah was an innocent man, and not a traitor in the interest 
of Nebuchadnezzar, when Jerusalem was besieged, his case wai 
hard; he was accused by his countrymen, was persecuted, op- 
pressed, and imprisoned, and he says of himself (see Jeremiah, 
chap. ii. ver. 19.), ** But as for me, I was like a lamb or an ox that 
is brought to the slaughter.*' 

I should be inclined to the same opinion with Glrotitis, htA 
Isaiah lived at the time when Jeremiah underwent the cruellies of 
which he speaks ; but Isaiah died about fifty year before : and it 
is of a person of his oWn time, whom Isaiah is lamenting in the 
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chapter in question, and which imposition and bigotry, more than 
seven hundred years afterwards, perverted into a prophecy of a 
person they call Jesus Christ. 

** I pass on to the eighth passage called a prophecy of Jesus 
Christ. 

" Matthew xii. 14. ' Then the Pharisees went out and held a 
council against him, how they might destroy him — But when Jesus 
knew it he withdrew himself ; and great numbers followed him, 
and he healed them all; and he charged them they should 
not make him known : That it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by Esaias (Isaiah) the prophet, saying, 

" ' Behold my servant whom 1 have chosen ; my beloved in 
whom my soul is well pleased, I will put my spirit upon him, and 
he shall shew judgment to the Gentiles — he shall not strive nor 
qry, neither shall any man hear his voice in the streets — a bruised 
reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not cjuench till 
he sends forth judgment unto victory — and in his name shall the 
Gentiles trust.' 

" In the first place, this passage hath not the least relation to 
the purpose for which it is quoted. 

" Matthew says, that the Pharisees held a council against Jesus 
to destroy him — that Jesus withdrew himself — that great numbers 
followed him — that he healed them — and that he charged them 
they should not make him known. 

" But the passage Matthew has quoted as being ftilfilled by 
these circumstances, does not so much as apply to any one of 
them. It has nothing to do with the Pharisees holding a council 
to destroy Jesus — with his withdrawing himself — with great num- 
bers following him — with his healing them — nor with his charging 
them not to make him known. 

" The purpose for which the passage is quoted, and the pas- 
sage itself, are as remote fron^ each other, as nothing from some- 
thing. 

" In this passage, as in that last mentioned, th^ name of the 
person of whom the passage speaks is not given, and we are left 
m the dark respecting him. It is this defect in t' e history, that 
bigotry and imposition have laid hold of, to call it prophecy. 

" Had Isaiah lived in the time of Cyrus, the passage would de- 
scriptively apply to him. As king of Persia, his authority was 
great among the Gentiles, and it is of such a character the pas- 
sage speaks ; and his friendship to the Jews whom he liberated 
from captivity, and who might then be compared to a bruised reed, 
was extensive. But this description does not apply to Jesus 
Christ, who had no authority among the Gentiles ; and as to his 
own countrymen, figuratively described by the bruised reed, it 
was they who crucified him. Neither can it be said of him that 
he did not cry, and that his voice was not heard in the street. 
As a preacher it was his husixiess to be heard, and we are told 
that he travelled about the country for that purpose. Matthew 
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has given a long sermon, .which (if his authority is good, but 
which is much to be doubted, since he imposes so much,) Jesus 
preached to a multitude upon a mountain, and it would be a 
quibble to say that a mountain is not a street, since it is a place 
equally as public. 

- " The last verse in the passage (the 4th), as it stands in Isaiah, 
and which Matthew has not quoted, says, * He shall not fail nor 
be discouraged till he have set judgment in the earth, and the isles 
shair wait for his law/ This also applies to Cyrus. He was not 
discouraged, he did not fall, he conquered all Babylon, liberated 
the Jews, and established laws. But this cannot be said of Jesus 
Christ, who, in the passage before us, according to Matthew, 
withdrew himself for fear of the Pharisees, and charged the peo- 
ple that followed him not to make it ktfown where he was ; and 
who, according to other parts of the Testament, was continually 
moving from place to place to avoid being apprehended*. 

" But it is immaterial to us, at this distance of time, to know 
who the person was : it is sufficient to the purpose I am upon, 
that of detecting fraud and falsehood, to know who it was not , 
and to shew it was not the person called Jesus Christ. 

" I pass on to the ninth passage called a prophecy of Jesus 
Christ. 

" Matthew xxi. 1. . * And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, 
and were come to Beth phage, unto the Mount of Olives, then 
Jesus sent two of his disciples, saying unto them, go into the vil- 
lage over against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, 
and a colt with her, loose them and bring them unto me^ — and if 
any man say aught to you, ye shall say, the Lord hath need of 
them, and straightway he will send them. 

" *■ All this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by the prophet, saying. Tell ye the Daughter ofSion, behold thy 
king Cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting on an ass, and a colt, the 
foal of an ass.' 

* In the second part of the Age of Reason, I have shewn that the book ascribed 
to Isaiah is not only miscellaneous as to matter, but as to authorship ; that there 
are parts in it which could not be written by Isaiah, because they speak of tilings 
one hundred and fifty years after he was dead. The instance I have given of this, 
in that work, corresponds with the subject I am upon, at least a UttU better than 
Mattliev)*s introduction and his quotation. 

Isaiah lived, the latter part of his life, in the time of Hezekiah, and it was 
about one hundred and fifty years from the death of Hezekiah to the first year of 
the reign of Cyrus, when Cyrus published a proclamation, which is given in the 
first chapter of the book of Ezra, for the return of the Jews to Jerusalem. It 
cannot be doubted, at least it ought not to be doubted, that the Jews would feel 
an affectionate gratitude for this act of benevolent justice, and it is natural they 
would express that gratitude in the customary style, borobastical and hyperbolical 
as it was, which they used on extraordinary occasions, and which was, and still i« 
in practice with a|l the pastern nations. 

The instance to which I refer, and which is given in the second part of the 
Age of Reason, is the last verse of the 44th chapter and the beginning of the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



37 

*' Zechariah, io tlie first chapter of his book, indulges himself in several 
whims on the joy of getting back to Jerusalem. He says at the 8th vevse, * I 
saw by night (Zechartah was a sharp-sighted seer) and behold a man sitting 
on a red horse, (yes, reader, a red horse) and he stood among the myrtle 
trees that were in the bottom, and behind him were red horses speckled and 
white.' He says nothing about green horses, nor blue horses, perhaps be- 
cause it is difficult to distinguish green from blue by night, but a Christian 
can have no doubt they were there, because ^ faith is the evidence of things 
not seen^ 

*'*' Zechariah then introduces an angel among his horses, but he does not 
tell us what colour the angel was of, whether black or white, nor whether 
he came to buy horses, or only to look at them as curiosities, for certainly 
they were of that kind. Be this, however, as it may, he enters into con- 
versation with this angel, on the joyful affair of getting back to Jerusalem, 
he saith at the 16th .verse, " Therefore thus saith the Lord I AM RE- 
TURN ED to Jerusalem with mercies ; my house shall he built in it saith the 
Lord of hosts, and a line shall be stretched forth upon Jerusalem,*' An ex- 
pression signifying the rebuilding the city. 

" All this, whimsical and imaginary as it is, sufficiently proves that it was 
the entry of the Jews into Jerusalem from captivity, and not the entry of 
Jesus Christ seven hundred years afterwards, that is the subject upon which 
Zechariah is always speaking. 

" I pass on to the tenth passage, called a prophecy of Jesus Christ. 

" Matthew, chap. xxvi. ver. 51. * And behold one of them which was 
with Jesus (meaning Peter) stretched out his hand, and drew his sword, 
and struck a servant of the high priest, and smote off his ear. Then said 
Jesus unto hin^. Put up again thy sword into its place, for all they that 
take the sword shall perish with the sword. Thinkest thou that I cannot 
now pray to my father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve 
legions of angels. But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled that thus 
it must be. In that same hour Jesus said to the multitudes, are ye come 
out as against a thief with swords and with staves for to take me ? I sat 
daily with you teaching in the temple, and ye laid no hold on me. But all 
this was done that the scriptures of the prophets might be full611ed. 

*' This loose and general manner of speaking, admits neither of detection 
nor of proof. Here is no quotation given, nor the name of any Bib^e author 
mentioned, to which reference can be had. 

45th — in these words: * That saith of Cyrus he is my shepherd and shall perform 
all my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalemy thou shalt be built ^ and to the Temple, thy 
foundation shaJt be laid. Thus saith the lord to his anointedf to Cyrus, whose right 
hand I have holden to subdue nations before him i and I will loose the loins of kings, to 
open before him the tv)0'leaved gates, and the gates shall not be shut.* 

This complimentary address is in the present tense, which shews that the 
things of which it speakh were in existence at the time of writing it ; and conse- 
quendy, that the author must have been at least one hundred and fifty years later 
than Uaiah, and that the book which bears his name is a compilation. The Pro* 
verbs called Solomon's, and the Psalms called David's, are of the same kind. 
The two last verses of the second book of Chronicles, and tlie three first verses of 
the first chapter of Ezra, are word for word the same ; which shew that the com- 
pilers of the Bible mixed the writings of different authors together, and put them 
under some common head. 

As we have here an instance in the 44th and 45lh chapters of the introdnction 
of the nam<* of Cyrus into a book to which it cannot belong, it affords good 
groand to conclude, that the passage in the 4Sd chapter, in which the character of 
Cyrus is given without his name, has been introduced in like manner, and that 
the person there spoken of is Qyrus. 
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" There are, however, some high improbabilities agahist the the trutb of 
the acccount. 

" First — It is not probable that the Jews who were then a co&quered 
peoj^e, and under subjection to the Komans, should be permit^d to wear 
swords. 

'^ Secondly — If Peter had attacked the servant of the high priest and 
cut off his ear, he would have been immediately taken up by the guard 
that took up his master, and sent to prison with him. 

" Thirdly — What sort of disciples and preaching apostles must those of 
Christs have been that wore swords ? 

'^ Fourthly — ^This scene is represented to have taken place the same even* 
ing of what is called the Lord s Supper, which makes, according to the ce* 
remony of it, the inconsistency of wearing swords the greater. 

'^ I pa^s on to the eleventh passage cafled a prophecy of Jesus Christ. 

" Matthew, chap, xxvii. ver. 8. * llien Judas which had betrayed him, 
when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself, and brought again 
the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, Saving, I have sin- 
ned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, What 
is that to us ? see thou to that. And he cast down the pieces of 
silver, and departed and went and hanged himself— And tlie chi«f 
priests took the silver pieces and said, it is not lawful to put them in the 
treasury, because it is the price of blood — And they took counsel and bought 
with them the potters' field to bury strangers in — Wherefore that field is 
called the field of blood unto this day. Then was fulfilled that which was spo- 
ken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying, And they took the thirty pieces of sil- 
ver, the price of him that was valued, whom they of the children of Israel 
did value, and gave them for the potters' field, as the Lord appointed me.' 

'* Thiis is a most bare-faced piece of imposition. The passage in Jeremiah 
which speaks of the purchase of a field, has no more to do with the case to 
which Matthew applies it, than it has to do with the purchase of lands in 
America. I will recite the whole passage : 

*' Jeremiah, chap, xxxii. v. 6. ** And Jeremiah said, the word of the Lord 
came unto me, saying — Behold Hanamiel, the son of Shall um thine uncle 
shall come unto thee, saying, buy thee my field that is in Anathoth, for 
the right of redemption is thine to buy it — So Hanamiel mine uacle's son 
came to me in the court of the pison, according to tlie word of the Lord, 
and said unto me, buy my field I pray thee, that is in Anathoth, which is 
in the country of Benjamin, for the right of inheritance is thine, and the 
redemption is thine ; ouy it for thyself. Then I knew this was^the word of 
the Lord — And I bought the field of Hanamiel mine uncle's son, that was 
in Anathoth, and weiSied him the money, even seventeen shekels of silver 
— and I subscribed tne evidence and sesded it, and took witnesses and 
weighed him the money in balances. So I took {be evidence of the pur- 
chase, both that which was sealed according to the law aiid custom, and 
that which was open — and I gave the evidence of the purchase vnto Baruch, 
the son of Neriah, the son of Maaseiath, in the sight of Hanamiel mine un- 
cle's son, and in the piescnce of the witnesses that subscribed, before ail 
the Jews that sat in the court of the prison— and I charged Baruch before 
them saying. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, Take these evi- 
dences, this evidence of the purchase, both which is sealed, and this evi- 
dence which is open, and put them in an earthen vessel, that they may 
continue many days — for tnus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israef, 
houses, and fields, and vineyards, shall be possessed again in this land. 

" There is among the whuns and reveries of Zechariah, mention made of 
thirty pieces of silver given to a potter. They can hardly have been so 
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Stupid as lo mistake a potter fur a field : and if they had thi& passage in 
Zechariah has no more to do with Jesus, Judas, and the field to bury stran* 
gers in, than that already quoted. I will recite the passage. 

" Zechariah, chap. xi. ver. 7. ** And I will feed the fiock of slaughter, even 
you, O poor of the nock ; and I took unto me two staves ; the one I called 
Beauty and the other I called Bandsy and I fed the flock — Three shepherds 
al.^0, 1 cut off in one month ; and my soul loathed them, and their soul 
also abhorred me.-^Then, said I, I will not feed you; that which dieth, let 
it die ; and that which is to be cut off let it be cut off; and let the rest eat 
every one the flesh c^ another. — And I took my staff, even Beauty, and cu| 
it asunder, that I might break my covenant which I had made with all the 
people. — ^And it was broken in that day ; and so the poor of the flock who 
waited upon me, knew that it was the word of the Lord. 

'* And I said unto them, if ye think good give me my price, and if not, 
forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces cf silver. And the 
Lord said unto me, cast it unto the potter a goodly price that I was prised 
at of them; and I took the thirty pieces of silver and cast them td the pot- 
ter in the house of the Lord. 

" When I cut asunder mine other staff, even Bands, tliat I might break 
the brotherhood between Judah and Israel." * 

'* There is no making either head or tail of this incoherent gibberrish. 
His two staves one called Beauty and th^ other Bands, is so much like a 
fairy tale, that I doubt if it had any other origin. There is, however, no 
part that has t he least relation to the case stated in Mattew ; on the con« 
trary, it is the reverse of it. Here the thirty pieces of silver, whatever it 
was for, is called a goodly price, it was as much as the thing was worth, 
and according to the language of the day, was approved of by the Lord, 
and the money given to the potter in tlie house of the Lord. In the case 
of Jesus and Judas, as stated in Matthew, the thirty pieces of silver were 
the price of blood ; the transaction was condemned by the Lord, and the 
money, when refunded, was refused admittance into the treasury. Every 
thing in the two cases is the reverse of each other. 

" Besides this, a very different and direct contrary account to that of 
Matthew, is given of the affair of Judas, in the book called the Acts of the 
Apostles: according to that book the case is, that so far from Judas repenting 
and returning the money, and the high priest buying a field with it to bury 
strangers in, Judas kept the money and bought a field with it for himself: 
and histead of hanging himself; as Matthew says, that he fell headlong and 
burst asunder — some commentators endeavour to get over one part of the 
contradiction by ridiculously supposing that Judas hanged himself first and 
the rope broke. 

"Acts, chap. i. ver. 16. 'Men and brethren, this scripture must needs 
have been fulfilled which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake 
before concerning Judas, which was a guide to them that took Jesus. (David 

* Whiston, ia his Essay ob the Old Testament, says, that tlie passage pf Ze- 
chariah of which I have spokun, was in the copies of tli<$ Bible of the first cea> 
tury, in the book of Jeremiah, from whence, says he, it was taken and inserted, 
without coherence, in that of Zechariah — well, let it be so, it does not make the 
case a whit the better for^e New Testament ; but it makes the case a great deal the 
worse for the Old. Because it shews, as T have mentioned respecting some passages 
in a book ascribed to Isaiah, tliatthe works of different authors have been so mixed 
and confounded togeriiet they cannot now be discriminated, except where they 
are historical, chronological, or biographical, as is the interpolation in Isaiah. It 
is tlie name of C^'rus inscKed where it coidd not be inserted, as he was not in ex- 
isteiice till one hundred and tifty years after the time of Isaiah, that detects the 
interpolation and the blunder with it. 
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says not a word about Judas) ver. 17, for he (Judas) was numbered arooog 
us and obtained part of our ministry." 

•* Ver. 18. * Now this manpurchased afield with the reward of iniquity, and 
falling headlong he burst asunder in the midst ^ and hit bowels gushed out.* Is 
it not a species of blasphemy to call the New Testament revealed religion, 
when we see in it such contradictions and absurdities. 

'^ I pass on to the twelfth passage called a prbpliecy of Jesus Christ. ^ 

" Matthew, chap, xxvii. ver. 35. * And they crucified him, and parted 
his garments, casting lots: that it might be fufillwl which was spoken by the 
prophet. They parted my garments among them and upon my vesture did they 
cast lotsJ This expression is in the 22a Psalm, ver. xviii. The writer of 
that Psalm, (whoever he was, for the Psalms are a collection and not the 
work of one man) is speaking of himself and of his own case, and not of 
that of another. He begins this Psalm with the words which the New 
Testament writers ascribed to Jesus Christ. * My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken »ie" — words which might be uttered by a complaining man 
. without any great impropriety, but very improperly from the mouth of a 
reputed God. 

*' The picture which the writer draws of his own situation in this Psalm 
is gloomy enough. He is not prophecying, but complaining of his own hard 
case. He represents himself as surrounded by enemies and beset by perse- 
cutions of every kind ; and by way of shewing the inveteracy of his perse- 
cutors, he says at the 18th verse, * They parted my garments among them 
and cast lots upon my vesture.* The expression is in the present tense ; and 
is the same as tb say, they pursue me even to the clothes upon mv back, 
and dispute how they shall divide them ; besides the. word TJesture does not 
always mean clnathing of any kind, but property, or rather the admitting 
a man to, or investing him him with property ; and as it used in this Psalm 
distinct from the word garment, it appears to be used in this sense. But 
Jesus had no property; for they make him say of himself, * The foxes have 
holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of man hath not where to 
lay his head.* 

*' But be this as it may, if we permit ourselves to suppose the Almighty 
would condescend to tell, by what is called the spirit of prophecy, what 
could come to pass in some future age of the world, it is an injury to our 
own faculties, and to our ideas of his greatness, to imagine it would be 
about an old coat, or an old pair of breeches, or about any thing which 
the common accidents of life, or the quarrels that attend it, exhibit every 
day. 

*• That which is within the power of man to do, or in his will not to do, 
is not a subject for prophecy, even if there were such a thing, because it 
cannot carry with it any evidence-of -divine power, or divine interposition. 
The ways of God are not the ways of men. That which an almighty power 
performs, or wills, is not within the circle of human power to do, or to 
controul. But any executioner and his assistants might quarrel about di- 
viding the garments of a sufferer, or divide them without quarrelling, and 
by that means fulfil the thing called a prophecy, or set it aside. 

** In the passages before examined, I have exposed the falsehood of them. 
In this I exhibit its degrading meanness, as an insult to the Creator and an 
injury to human reason. 

" Here end the passages called prophecies by Matthew. 

*' Matthew concludes his book by saying, that when Christ expired on the 
cross, the rocks rent, the graves opened, and the bodies of many of the 
saints arose; and Mark says there was a darkness over' the land from the 
sixth hour until the ninth. They produce no prophecy for this ; but had 
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these things been facts, they would have been a proper subject for propfiecy 
because none but an almighty power could have inspired a fore-knowtedge 
of them, and afterwards fulfilled them. Since then, there is no such pro- 
phecy, but a pretended prophecy of an old coat, the proper deduction is 
there were no such things. 
" I pass oa to the book ca'led the Gospel according to St. Mark. 

THE BOOK OF MARK. 

** There are but few passages in Mark called prophecies ; and but felir itf 
Luke and John. Such as there are I shall examine and also such other 
passages as interfere with those cited by Matthew. 

*' Mark begins his book by a passage which he puts in the shape of prophecy. 
Mark, chap. i. ver. I. — * The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God — As it is written in the prophets, Behold 1 send my mestenger be- 
fore thy face, which sfiall prepare thy zmy before thee" Malachi, chap. iii. 
ver. 1. The passage in the original is in the first person. Mark makes 
this passa^ to be a prophecy of John the Baptist, said by the Church to 
be a forerunnei^ of Jesus Christ. But if we attend to the verses that follow 
this expression, as it stands in Malachi, and to the first and fifth verses of 
the next capter, we shall see tlat this application of it is erroneous and false. 

" Malacni having said;at the first verse, " Behold I will send my messen- 
ger, and he shall prepare thy way before me," says at the second verse, 
' But who may abide the day of' his coming f and who shall stand when he ap- 
pearethf for he is like a refiner* s fire, and like fuller's soap,* 

" This description can have no reference to the birth of Jesus Christ, and 
consequently none to John the Baptist. It is a scene of fear and terror 
that is here described, and the birth of Christ is always spoken of as a time 
of joy and glad tidings. 

'' Malachi, continuing to sp^ak on the same subject, explains in the next 
chapter what the scene is of which he speaks in the verses above quoted, 
and who the person is whom he calls the messenger. 

" * Behold/ says he, chap. iv. ver. 1, * the day cometh that shall bum 
like an oven, ana all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedl}', shall be 
stubble ; and the day cometh that shall burn them up, saith the Lord of 
hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.' 

" Ver. 5. * Behold I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming 
of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.' 

" By what right, or by what imposition or ignorance Mark has made Elijah 
into John the Baptist, and Malacni's description of the day of judgement 
into the birth day of Christ, I leave to the Bishop to settle 

** Mark, in the second and third verses ofliis first chapter, confounds two 
passages together, taken from different books of the Old Testament. The 
second verse. Behold I send my messenger before thy face, which shall pre- 
pate thy way before me," is taken, as I have said before, from Malachi. 'I he 
third verse, wiiich says, * The voice of one crying in the wilderness, prepare 
ye the zmy of the Lard, make his path straight.* is not in Malachi, but in 
Isaiah, chap. x. ver. 3. W'histon says, that ooth these verses were originally 
in Isaiah. If so. it is another instance of the disordered state of the Bible, 
corroborates what I have said with respect to the name and description of 
Cyrus being in the book of Isaiah, to which it cannot chronologically 
belong. 

" 1 ne words in Isaiah, chap. xi. ver. 3. * 2'he voice of him that cryeth in 
the tcildemcbs prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his pat h straight ,* are in the 
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present tense, and consequently not predictive. It is one 'of those rhetorical 
figures which the Old Testament autnors frequently used. That it is merely 
rhetorical ond metaphorical, may be seen at the 6th veisQ. * And the voiqe 
said, cry; and he said, what shall I cry ? All fleik «s grass* This is evi- 
dently nothing but a figure, for flesh is not grass \ otherwise than a figure 
or metaphor, where one thing is put for another. Besides which, the whole 
passage is too general and declamatory to be applied exclusively to any 
particular person or purpose.' 

** I pass on to the eleventh chapter. 

" In this chapter Mark speaks of Christ riding into Jerusalem upon a colt, 
tut he does not make it the accomplishment of a prophecy, as Matthew 
has done; for he says nothing about a prophecy. Instead of which, he 
goes on the other tack, and in order to add new honours to the ass, he 
makes it to be a~ miracle; for he says, ver. 2, it was **a colt whereon man 
never sat ;" signifying thereby, that as the ass had not been broken, he con- 
sequently was inspired into good manners. 

" I pass on to the 15th chapter. 

" At the 24th verse of this chapter, Maik speaks of parting Christ's garments 
and casting lots upon them, but he applies no prophecy to it as' Matthew 
does. He rather speaks of it as a thing then in practice with executioners, 
as it is at this day. 

'* At the 28th verse of the same chapter, Mark speaks of Christ being 
crucified between two thieves ; that, says he, " the scriptures might be ful- 
filled which saithy and he zvas numbered with the transgressors^' The same 
thing might be said of the thieves. 

" This expression is in Isaiah, chap.liii. ver. 12 — Grotius applies it to Jere- 
miali. But the case has happened so often in the world, where innocent 
men have been numbered with transgressors, and is still continually hap- 
pening, that it is absurdity to call it a prophecy of any particular person. 
All those whom the church calls martyrs were numbered with transgres- 
sors. All the honest patriots who fell upon the scaffold in France, in the 
time of Robespierre, were numbered with transgressors ; and if himself 
had not fallen, the same case, according to a note in his own hand-writing, 
bad befallen me ; yet I suppose the Bishop will not allow that Isaiah was 
prophesying of Thomas Paine. , 

" These are all the passages in Mark which have any reference to pro- 
phecies. 

*• I pas s on to the book of Luke. 

*^ There are no passages in Luke called prophecies excepting those which 
relate to the passages I have already examined. 

** Luke speaks of Mary being espoused to Joseph, but he makes no refer- 
ence to the passage in Isaiah, as Matthew does. He speaks also of Jesus 
riding into Jerusalem upon a colt, 1but he says nothing about a prophecy. 
He speaks of John the Baptist, and refers to the passage in Isaiah of Which 
I have already spoken. 

" At the 13th chapter, verse 31, he says, ' The same day there came cer- 
tain of the Pharisees, saying unto him (Jesus) get thee out and depart hence, 
for Herod will kill thee — a?id he said unto them, go ye and tell that Fox, behold 
I cast out devils and I do cures to-day and to-morrow, and the third day I 
fihall be perfected.* ' 

" Matthew makes Herod to die whilst Christ was a child in Egypt, and 
makes Joseph to return with ihe child on the news of Herod^s death, who 
had sought to kill him. Luke makes Herod to be living and to seek the 
4ife of Jesus after Jesus was thirty years of age ; for he says chap. iii. v. 23 
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' And Jesus began to be about thirty years of age, bemg, as was supposed 
the son of Joseph. 

" The obscuiTty in which the historical part of the New Testament is in* 
volved with respect to Herod, may afford to. priests and commentators a 
plea, which to some may appear plausible, but to none satisfactory, that 
the. Herod of which Matthew speaks, and the Iferod of which Luke speaks, 
were different persons, Matthew calls Herod a king ; and Lake, chap. iii. 
v.l, calls Herod, Tetrarch, (that is. Governor) of Galilee. But there could 
be no such person as a king Herod because the Jews and their country 
were then under the dominion of the Roman Emperors who governed then, 
by Tetrarchs or Governors. 

" Luke> chap. ii. makes Jesus to be born when Cyrenius was Governor of 
Syria, to which government Judea was annexed ; and according to this, 
Jesus was not bom in the time of Herod. Luke says nothing about Herod 
seeking the life of Jesus when ne was bom ; nor of his destroying the chil- 
dren under two years old ; nor of Joseph fleeing with Jesus into Egypt ; 
nor of his returning from thence. On the contrary, the book of Luke 
speaks as if the person it calls Christ had never been out of Judea, and 
that Herod sought his life after he commenced preaching, as is before 
stated. I have already shewn that Luke, in the book called the Acts of 
the Apostles, (which commentators ascribe . to Luke) contradicts the ac- 
count in Matthew with respect to Judas and the thirty pieces of silver. 
Matthew says, that Judas returned the money, and that the high priests 
bought with it a field to bury strangers in. Luke says, that Judas kept the 
money and bought a field with it for himself. 

** As it is impossible the wisdom of God should err, so it is impossible those 
books could have been written by divine insjnration. Our belief in God, 
and his unerring wisdom, forbids us to believe it. As for myself^ I feel 
religiously happy in the total disbelief of it. 

There are no other passages called prophecies in Luke than those I have 
spoken of. I pass on to the hook of Jc^. 



THE BOOK OF JOHN. 

" John, like Mark and Luke, is not much of a prophecy^monger. He 
speaks of the ass, and the casting lots for Jesus's clothes, and some other 
trifles, of which I have already spoken, 

" John makes Jesus to say, chap. v. ver. 46, * For ha/i ye believed 
Moses, ye would Jucoe believed me, for he wrote of me,* The book of the 
Acts, in speaking of Jesus, says, chap. iii. ver. 22, * Tor Moses truly said 
unto the fatherSy a prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you, of 
your brethren^ like unto twc, him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shidl 
toy unto youJ 

" This passage is in Deuteronomy, chap, xviii. ver, 15. They apply it 
as a prophecy of Jesus. What impositions ! The person spoken of in 
Deuteronomy, and also in Numbers where the same person is spokoi o^ 
is in Joskuuy the minister of Moses, and his immediate successor, and just 
such another Robespierrean character as Mof^s is represented to have 
been. The case, as related in those books, is as follows : — 

'^ Moses was grown old and near to his end, and in order to prevent con- 
fusion after his death, for the Israelites had no settled system of govern- 
ment; it was thought best to nominate a successor to Moses while he was 
yet living. This was done, as we are told, in the following manner : 
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'* Numbers xxvii. 12. ' And the Lord said unto Moses, get thee up into this 
mount Abarim, and see the land which I have given unto the children of Israel — 
and when thou hast seen it, thou also shall be gathered unto thv people as Aaron 
thy brother b gathered, ver. 15. And Moses spake unto the Lord, saying. Let 
the Lord, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a man over the congregation — 
Which may go out before them, und which may go in before them, and which may 
lead them out, and which may bring them in, that the congregation of the Lord 
be not as sheep that have no sbepherd — And the Lord said unto Moses, take 
thee JoshtLa, the son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay thine hand 
upon him — and set him before Eleazar, the priest, and before all the congregation, 
and give him a charge in their sight — and thou shalt put some of thine honour 
upon him, and that all the congregation of the children of Israel may be obedient 
— ver. ^S, and Moses did as the Lord commanded, and he took Josl^a, and set 
him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the congregation ; and he laid hands 
upon him, and gave him charge as the Lord commanded by the hand of Moses.' 

" I have nothing to do, in thb place, with the truth, or the conjuration here 
practised, of raising up a successor to Moses like unto himself. The passage suf- 
ficiently proves it is Joshua, and that it is an imposition in John to make the case 
into a prophecy of Jesus. But the prophecy-mongers were so inspired with false- 
hood, that they never speak truth *. 

" I pass on to the last passage in these fables of the Evangelists, called a pro- 
phecy of Jesus Christ. 

" John having spoken of Jesus expiring on the cross between' two thieves, says, 
chap. xix. ver. 32, ' Then came the soldiers and brake the legs of the first (mean- 
ing one of the thieves) and of the other which was crucified with him. But when 
they came to Jesus and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs — 
ver. 36, for these things were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled, * A inme 
cf him shall not be broken.* 

• Newton, Bishop of Bristol in England, published a work in three volumes, 
entitled, " Dissertations on the Prophecies." The work is tediously written, and 
tiresome to read. He strains hard to make every passage into a prophecy that 
suits his purpose. — ^Among others, he makes this expression of Moses, ** the Lord 
shall raise tliee up a prophet like unto me," into a prophecy of Christ, who was 
not born, according to the Bible chronologies, till fifteen hundred and fifty-two 
years after the time of Moses, whereas it was an immediate successor to Moses, 
who was then near his end. that is spoken of in the passage above quoted. 

This Bishop, the better to impose this passage on the world as a prophecy of 
Christ, has entirely omitted the account in the book of Numbers, which I have 
given at length word for word, and which shews, beyond the possibility of a doubt, 
Siat the person spoken of by Moses, is Joahua, and no other person. 

Newton is but a superficial writer. He takes up things upon hear-say, and in- 
serts them without either examination or reflection, and tlie more extraordinary 
and incredible they are, the better he likes them. 

In speaking of the wklls of Babylon, (volume the first, page 263,) he makes a 
quotation from a traveller of the name of Tavemur, whom he calls (by way of 
giving credit to what he says) a celebrated travelUr, that those walls were made of 
burnt brick, ten feet sqxvare and three feet thick, — If Newton had only thought of 
calculating the weight of such a brick, he would have seen the impossibility of 
their being used, or even made. A brick ten feet square, and three feet thick, 
contains 300 cubic feet, and allowing a cubic foot of bripk to be only one hundred 
pounds, each of the Bishop's bricks would weigh thirty thousand poudds ; and it 
would take about thirty cart loads of clay ^one horse carts) to make one brick. 

But his account of the stones used in the building of Solomon's Temple (vol. 2, 
p. 211.) far exceeds his bricks of ten feet square iu the walls of Babylon ; these 
are but brick-bats compared to them. 
^ The stones (says he) employed in the foundation, were in magnitude forty cu- 
bits, that is, above sixtpr feet, a cubit, sa^s he, being somewhat more than one foot 
and a half, (a cubit is one foot nine inches) and the superstructure (says this 
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" The passage here referred to is in Exodus, and has no more to do with Jesus, 
than with the ass he rode upon to Jerusalem. I go to state the case. 

" The book of Exodus, in instituting the Jewish passover, in which they were 
to eat a he-larab or a he-goat, says, chap. xii. ver. 5, * Your Iamb shall be without 
blemish, a male of the first year ; ye shall take it from the sheep or from the ^oaU»* 

" The book, after stating s6hie ceremonies to be used in killing and dressing it 
(for it was to be roasted, not boiled) says ver. 43, * And the Lord said unto Moses 
and Aaron, this is the ordinance of the passover : there shall no stranger eat there- 
of ; but every man's servant that is bought for money, when thou hast circumcised 
him, then shall he eat thereof. A foreigner shall not eat thereof. In one house 
shall it be eat^n : thou shalt not carry forth aught of the flesh thereof abroad out 
of the house ; neither shalt thou break a hone thereof,* 

" We here see that the case as it stands in Exodus is a ceremony and not a pro- 
phecy, and totally unconnected with Jesus*s bones, or any part of him. 

" John having thus filled up the measure of apostolic fable, concludes his book 
with something that beats all fable ; for he says at the last verse, * And there are 
also many other things which Jesus did, the which if they should be written, every 
one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be 
iDritten.* 

" This is what in vulgar life is called a thumper; that is, not only a lie, but a lie 
beyond the line of possibility ; besides which it is an absurdity, for if they should 
be written in the world, the world would contain them. — Here ends the examina- 
tion of the passages called prophecies.^ 

I have now, Gentlemen, addressed you upon all the ne- 
cessary topics, and 1 trust that my defence has been an eflB- 
cient one. I must intreat you. Gentlemen, to banish from 
your minds all previous impression, and compare well the 

Bishop) was worthy of such foundations. There were some stones, says he, of 
the whitest marble, forty-five cubits long, five cubits high, and six cubits broad, 
llirse are the dimensions this Bishop has given, which in measure of twelve 
inches to a foot, is 78 feet, 9 inches long, 10 feet 6 inches broad, and 8 feet 3 
inches thick, and contains 7,S34 cubic feet. I now go to demonstrate the imposi- 
tion of this Bishop 

A cubic foot of water weighs sixty-two pounds and a half. — The specific gravity 
of marble to water is as 3^ is to one. The weight therefore of a cubic foot of 
marble is 156 pounds, which, multiplied by 7.234, the number of cubic feet in 
one of those stones, makes the weight of it to be 1,128,504 pounds, which is 503 
tons. Allowing then a horse to draw about half a ton, it will require a thousand 
horses to draw one such stone on the ground ; how then were they to be lifted into 
the building by human hands ? 

The Bishop may talk of faith removing mountains, but all the faith of all the 
bishops that ever lived could not remove one of those stones, and their bodily 
strength given in. 

This Bbhop also tells of great guns used by the Turks at the taking of Constan- 
tinople, one of which, he says, was drawn by seventy yoke of oxen, and by two 
thousand men. — Vol. 3, p. 117. 

The weight of a cannon that carries a ball of 48 pounds, which is the largest 
cannon that are cast, weighs 8,000 pounds, about three tons and a half, and may 
be drawn by three yoke of oxen. Any body may now calculate what the weight 
of tlie Bishop's great gun must be, that required seventy yoke of oxen to draw it. 
This Bishop beats Guluver. 

When men give up the use of the divine gift of reason in writing on any sub- 
ject, be it religious or any thing else, there are no bounds to their extravagance, no 
limit to their absurdities. 

The three volumes which this Bishop has written on what he calls the prophe- 
cies, contain above 1,200 pages, and he says in vol. 3, p. 117, *' I have sttidied bre- 
vity,*' This is as marvellous as the Bishop's great gun. 
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article selected for prosecution with my defence. Those 
terrible but unmeaning words which form the weapon of 
the bigot and the hypocrite should not be permitted to de- 
face the beauty of justice, and I call upon you, Gentlemen, 
to discard them from your minds, and judge me upon the 
laws, the just laws of the country. Forget not the liberality 
of Etbelbert to St. Augustine and his followers. You, Gen- 
tlemen, are judges of the law as well as of the fact; and I 
trust, that if his Lordship should even state that I have com- 
Biitted ao offence against the laws, you will not draw your 
conclusions from that assertion, for we have lately seen 
many improper and indecent leanings from the Bench to 
support prosecutions of this kind. You, Gentlemen, are 
my judges, and T am a forlorn female, with no other friend 
or relative than an imprisoned brother, to whom I can look 
for support or protection ; but I feel a consolation that I 
have not offended the known laws of my country ; and if 
your minds are not acted upon by the base and disgusting 
clamours of the day about blasphemy, and if you sit in 
judgment upon me as honest jurors, I have a full reliance on 
your honour and integrity to set me free from the chains 
which are preparing for me. 



THE END. 
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